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CHAP. I. 



This is no mortal business — nor no hand 
That the earth owns.— — 

SBAJL%9EkBM. 



T^T- "TV 



1 KRCQi^ECT heariog my fother §fty^ tbftt 
it was with very considerable relijpt^nj^ 
hp took up his abode in the village wher? 
be long lived, and where he will be yet far 
longer remembered with gjfa)tjitu<te .^^itfl 
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veneration, fiut in this, as in every thing 
else, he yielded to convictioris of duty, 
and bowed his inclination for the good of 
.others. He wa^p, ftideed, one ^^ whA 
' pleased not himself." 

Yet had he much to attach him to the 
^spot. ' Endowed wjyth an exquisite taste 
for natural beauties, and by education and 
early habits formed for the improvement 
of retirement, he seemed made for the 
situation. Whenever a momentary sen- 
totion of discontent crossed his mind, or 
an inadvertent complaint escaped his lips, ^ 
he would instantly controul these rising 
regrets, by a reference to certain prin- 
ciples which to me were then wrapt in 
.mystery, and in their effect on him were 
magical. I have ample reason, however^ 
to believe that he was too good a man to 
be addicted to necromancy. 






Hie house in which he dwelt was m 

» ■ 

every respect suited to^a person of his 
retired, yet social^ disposition ;*— one less ^^ 
^ould have done for himself. I have . . 
oflen heard him say, he wished it wert' 
even larger for his friends. He was more 
attentive to its internal accommodations 
than to its outward appearance ; as he 
thought that the daily comfort of the in- 
habitant ought not to be sacrificed to the 
transient delight of a casual passenger. ^ 
He did not despise, but justly appreciated 
appearances. 

Many years have rolled away since J 
Visited this my natal spot: — still I have 
before me the charming scene. 

The secluded hamlet which he ^^ blessed^, 
not burdened, with his. residence," was <^ 
beautifully situated in a spacious valley 
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lying between two main roads to the 
metropolis, in that part of the kingdom 
where the indefatigable industry of man 
and the luxuriant liberality of nature 
have combined, as much as may be, to 
remove the primary curse with which the 
earth was visited. It seems, from some 
venerable oaks which yet remain, as 
though the entire vale had been once co- 
vered with an extensive wood. Agricul- 
ture has changed the aspect and use of 
much land in this island, but of none 
more than that about my native place. 
My father's influence was exerted to en- 
courage the plantation of trees. The 
mind is naturally led to approve of this ; 
that as in society, so on the ground, as 
Qne generation passeth away, another may 
come. This picturesque scene was en- 
livened and enriched by a small river, 
which silently winds its course throis^h 



the whole extent cf the vitle; and to the \ 
continued innocence of the dwellers oA 
its banks, an attempt to render it nulfi^ 
gable has happily proved abortive. AImI 
that improvements in science and com- 
merce should tend to deteriorate mdfal 

character ! It would not have been so^ 

. >*■ 

bad not the fruit of that tree been ga^ 
thered which brought misery into our 
world, as an inseparable aCtenda(tit on 
knowledge. — By this meandering stream 
my father was wont to wander much 
alone ; for^ as far as I can remember, there 
was a placid and pleasing melancholy in 
his manners and appearance, which seemed 
to mark him as the most adapted of 
human beings to dwell in this sequestered 
spot : or whether it is, that with the 
present temper of my mind all that 
scenery appears clad in sombre tints^ I 
cannot <ltK»de. Frequ^fiUy we imputt 
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that to the spectacle which may belong to 
the sight ; and ascribe that to the object 
which is really the defect of the visual 
organ. 

This early impression concerning his 
make of mind was confirmed by the fol-. 
lowing circumstance. When my mother^, 
in the decline of life, was reading the 
poems of a Northern Bard; at these lines> 
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£*en strange vi€issU;udes amused his soul : 
And if a sigh would sometimes intervene> 
And down his cheek a tear of pity rpll^. 
A sigl^ a, tear sq sweety he wished not to controul :*' 



she exclaimed^ " That reminds me of — !" 
she let the rest of h^r thought die in 
silence ; and I imagined she referred to 
him whom she never ceased to mourn 
with all the tenderness of a womauy but 
whose loss she sustained with all the for- 
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titude of a Christian. I have often seen 
her weep, but never heard her complainy 
when she alluded to his revered memory. 
She never considered that sorrow genuine 
which was clamorous. Persons seldom 
talk much about that which deeply dis-^'. 
tresses them. The nightingale invariably 
pauses in her plaintive notes, on per- 
ceiving she is overheard : in solitude she 
pours forth her most melting lays. There 
was a calm and retired dignity in the grief 
of my surviving parent. She acted wisely, 
on becoming a widow, to quit that resi- 
dence where all things tended to renew 
her sadness : — not that she would retreat 
from the path of duty, however difficult 
or gloomy, but she equally avoided noi^ 
rishing her depression. Pensive satis- 
factions are bewitchingly pleasant. Like 
cordials, they enervate and debase. It is 
matter of frequent and unfeigned regret 
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tiwtt I db not mote remttAsSe iAm «sceliait 
i^oind^. Sitic^ bet* translation into a 
better w6rld^ my sens^tionB have be6n 
ifitegled with f6e\itg& of remorse. Her 
Mfnnsels and cautions are recollected : h^ 
Hmng example w^s not duly prized. In 
stfbfiequent seasons of doubt and per-^ 
{dekity^ I wduld have given the virorld, if 
IttSDe, for an hour's interview. Not that 
I slighted her directions: she was my 
InDdeh I chewsh her memory. 

^* 1 Ioy'd> hut not enough, tbe gentle band 
That rear*d me. At a thoughtless age allur'd 
By many a gilded folly^ I renounc'd 
Her sheltering side^ and wilfully forewent 
Hiat conrerse^ which I now regret in vahi. 






My parents were mttst colloquial during 
Ihi evening, vrhile they sipped the in- 
fhsion of that herb ^ V^rhich cheers, but 
hdt inebtfeteS.^ The irtltttAl of tMlighl 
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ipmt devoted to intellectual amuiemeafc 
und edification. On these occasions my 
father allowed my sister Harriet to sit oa 
bis knee. I was placed on a cushicm at 
their feet, while my mother nursed her 
youngest daughter. I have since learnt, 
that the topics accidentally introdaoed 
were desired for our entertainment and 
profit. No burden was placed on our 
memory. Some short lively anecdote 
preceded and sweetened their moral r^ 
flections. Their favourite sentiment wis 
most frequently illustrated. When very 
young, I knew all the circumstances of 
Anaccff^n's death ; and had learnt to dio* 
tingui^h the pvalty due to his licentioas^t* 
impiety, from an unlucky or unforttmtdB 
occurrence. The story of the Roman 
Capitol delivered by the cackling of geeae 
was often asked for by us. Never did 
these kittle parties break up withoiit hia 
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earnest prayer that we might, even in the 
I most trivial accidents of life, discern and 
acknowledge that a gracious and invisible 
Power was engaged foe our pjrotection, 
and defenqe^ ^ 

My tender mother's customary assent 
to these petitions was a sigh or a tear;, 
anticipating, perhaps, the event which not 
long after did occur. Nor do I think, but 
for this affecting bereavement, that these 
instructive scenes would, have b^^n so 
indelibly imprinted on my memory^; I 
waSs too young to enter fully into all that 
took place on that distressing daji^, To- 
>4||,wsirds evenings my belo^id fether, who 
had been long unwell, summoned his 
whole family around his dying bed. I can 
recalUittle more, than that he sat up, supV 
ported by pillows ; and though he looked 
extremely weak and pallid, there was an 
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Bn usual composure apparent -on his coun- 
tenance. He embraced each of us in 
succession ; and after, with a smile of 
tenderness, giving us his parting blessing, 

bade us adieu. At this my mother was? 

overwhelmed. Recovering himself, he 

said, " My love, weep not. It is the same * 

kind handr I thought that, unnoticed 

by us, my mother had laid her hand on 
his panting bosom. The profession^ 
attendant imputed the expression to de- 
lirium. A pious domestic supposed he 
beheld some vision of Glory, unfolded to- 
his waning sights The companion of his 
life, and the partner of his sorrows find 
joys, alone understood his meaning. Since 
that period, I also have been initiated into 
these mysteries ; and, with daily solicitude^ 
desire that my end may be, like that of 
this perfect and upright man, — ^Peace.. 
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CHAP. n. 



If ev«r them hast lelt another^ pain ; 

If ever, when he sig^hM, hast siffh'd again ; « 

If ever on thy ^e-lid stood the tear 

That iPity had engendered ;-Hirop'one here* 
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ONSOLATJ'oNS are never justly appre- 
ciated^ until adversity has, ih full measure, 
been allotted and endured. Principles, 
however excellent, are little better than 
happy prejudices, before trial. It is tbe 
intricate navigation, or the stormy wind 
and tempest, which puts the mafiner^s 
skill and fortitude to the test. I should 
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congfatttlate a rescued sailor less on h\n 
escape from danger, than on the calm 
resolution he evinced during the raging 

of the storm. 

« ♦ 

The tnoss had m>t yet filled vnp the 
inscription on my father's tomb' — one of 
those marbles which do ^ not perpetuate 
&lsehood ; nor had we been long settled 
kk bur new tesidenoe ; before the clouds 
Ugain gathered over ns> and threatened to 
burst on our household with renovated 
fifty. 

% 
As tho*ugh favbut<ed witJh second siglit^ 

Wy bcfireaved parent foresaw the ap*- 

ppojk^feing calamity* Whether conscious^ 

ttert though the tap-root of Aer attach*^ 

ment to the present state was broken by 

previous ^iispensations^ 3ret that she still 

loved the World too inuch^ I do not know. 



Bodily infirmities often presage a change 
of weather. The temper of our owa 
hearts may as surely predict variations ia 
our affairs. 

Like an ancient Seer^ she ascended 
more frequently that hallowed mount 
whence she could at once best discern^ and 
be the better prepared for, coming events^ 
At, length others beheld, and perhaps 
disregarded, the rising cloud: it was not 
bigger than a man's hand.. She now ad- 
dressed herself to the more difficult part 
of ^r maternal duties. Girding up the 
affections of her mind, she restrained 
her feelings before us. With true loyalty 
she ran before her Monarch's chariot, 
knowing that the way was paved with love. 

The retrospect affects me of feebler 
&ith, more than evea the prospect o^^ 
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reality moved her. Her affliction \va6 nob 
unlike that which one wRom she much 
resembled was visited with — the lovely 
and dignified female who dwelt among her 
Qwn people, and who mildly replied to 
? sympathizing prophet,, " All i^ well T 

When my widowed mother left the 
village of our nativity, she retired to a, 
western county, where lay her own paternal 
inheritance, confirmed to her by her hus- 
band's arrangements, and rendered ipor^ 
pleasant by ampler resources, and by the 
living representatives of him who was upt. 
One of these, her chief comforts, she 
was now called to resign to Him {roxa 
whom she had received so much good.. 

. Strangers used invariably to observe, that 
my younger sister bore the most striking 
Jiesemblance to her father. Though oir 
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fhe other sex> she was the Betijanim of 
(fee &mi\y — the ^^ little one." I have fresii 
in my recollection the circumstance of 
rtiy father's reading to us the history of 
Joseph . When he came to the pathetic 
appeal of J 6dah— himself a parent-^td 
the lord of Egypt, in behalf of his 
jrewngest brother ; and read, ^^ If he 
fliiotild leave his fathet", l»is father ^otM 
4te C^ his eyes, suffused with t-ears, were 
feed oh my little sister. He was spatied 
^e %i^^n*mg)s he then afeiticipated. 



reKct saw mueh of mercy in the at^ 
rmgefnent of her troubles. She was gliscf 
that he was not called to participate in her 
present bereavement; she was grateful 
that previous discipline had in some mea- 
smte prepared her for this heavy stroke. 
She would enlarge on that mercy that 
caused an interval between her sorrows. 
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'*Aiftef thesfe things thfe Lbrd tfted 
Afitahlnri^**^— is the prelude to that affecting 
Stbfjr of The father of the Faithful ofF^N 
ihg up his child of promise attd of hope. 

t Was not old, birt at^W do 1 tememb«r 
her saying, oti the day when all that was 
ttfdftal of my endeared siister was cotti- 
mitted to the totnb : '* He stayelh his 
foiigh wind in the day of the east wind : 
tte tempers the wind to the shbtti lamb,** 
— ^The figures pleased me at the time : the 
truth, and the recollection when they 
were spoken, have since consoled ttie, in 
innumerable instances. 

Evefy attention which affluence could 
command, all that medical skill couM 
dfeVise, and every change of air that 

* Gefii. nil. 1. 
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was recommended, proved unavailing. 
While the child lived, my mother prayed, 
and wept, and fasted; but on tlie night 
of her departure, as she sat by the bed 
of sickness and of death, the first inti- 
mation that the. gentle spirit had flown 
was from the maternal lip. She smote her 
agitated bosom, and mildly said, ^^ Even 
so. Father, for so it seemeth good in thy 
sight."— Former feelings might associate 
themselves with present sensations ; for 
she calmly added, ^^ I see His hand in this 
event;" and left the chamber for her 
closet. 

Throughout that entire day of silence 
and gloom which followed, there was ob- 
servable in her whole deportment a sup- 
pressed agitation, an internal conflict. But 
at the time of the evening sacrifice, when, 
a3 her custom was, she led the devotions 
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of the family, her whole heart was poared 
' forth before Him who knew her soul in 
adversity. The intense breathings of her 
spirit for us were chastened by the accents 
of submission. She commended us each to 
Grod ; and with the heroism of unaffected 
piety, assumed the words of the blessed 
Virgin: "Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord ! Be it unto me according to thy 
word !" She resigned us into the hands of 
Sovereign Mercy : " Behold ! here am I and 
the children which thou hast spared me.** 
Her manner most impressed us, as she 
repeated that stanza in some old poet, 
who himself had drunk of the brook by 
' the way : 



e« 



Father ! I bless thy gentle hand. 
How kind is thy chastising rod !** 



Time and repeated changes have in 
some measure obliterated these recoUec.-* 
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ti^ns from my mind : at leiast^ if the 
remembrance is still vivid, like the lumi^ 
notis rays of a declining sun^ it is softer 
and milder than I &nild have anticipated. 

Grey hairs, and those alike occasioned 
and accompanied by sorrow, some yeats 
after announced, that my remaihing 
plaint would not be much longer a 
pilgrim in this vale of tears, I com- 
forted myself by knowing that she had 
not attained to the years of her fathers. 
I rejoiced with trembling at her evident 
maturity in grace. Rich as autumnal 
fruits were her counsels ; but they wet^, 
from their mellowed ripeness, proof that 
her year was in the decline. At this 
distance of time, I envy the frame of her 
mind as the winter of death approached. 
She died in the month of November. 
That year we had had but little rain ; and 



21 

a:«midl rivulet^ which ran in the paddock 
l^ffbpe our abode^ was nearly dry. The 
U»t time she left the house^ and as I drew 
tier round the field, " Charles, my dear,** 
said she, ^' I ^tn cbe)9red in the persuasion 
that the brook I shall soon pass will be 
like this. I have often walked hither, 
mid xnedit^ted on His love who resorted 
lor me, and such as me, to the broqk 
Ji^ron : and sustained by bis hand, ^ I 
feer no evil.* ^-^ made no reply ; but an 
invisible witness heard my prayer, ^d I 
trust has it still on record : — " Let me die 
the death of my righteous mother !" 

The principles of attraction are not 
only those of natural philosophy. The 
nearer she got to the higher world, the 
more rapid was her flight. Her departure 
was always associated with the thought 
of re-union with her husband and her 
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(iaughter. She deemed this no supers 
Istitious weakness ; and would say, ^^ The 
same hand which implanted in my breast 
a supreme love to the Saviour, gave me 

Conjugal and maternal attachnlentSk'' 

< « ' 

In this frartie of mind the midnight 
cry could have no terrors for her. As 
Harriet and myiSelf sat by her bedside, we 
perceived her countenance suddenly irra*- 
diated ; and with tones of unwonted 
cheerfulness, she exclaimed^ " Thou art 
with me !" 

The fabled song of the dying bird had 
its spiritual exemplification. 2 dare not 
trust my heart with a recital of that 
night, much to be remembered. 

** Butj oh ! thei thought that thou art blest^ and he ;— • 
That thought is ]oy, arrive what will to me/' 
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CHAP. III. 



Virtue is like a rich stoned—best plain set* And surely 
virtue is best in a body that is eomely, though not of 
delieatc features; and that hath rather dignity of pre-^ 
sence than beauty of aspect. That is the best part of 
beauty which a picture cannot express ; no^ nor the ^t 
n^ of the life. 

Lord Bacon. 



jVLy sister and I were now left ^one. 
Though young, we already felt the force 
of that inquiry — the more so from our 
family habits — ^^ Where is the world into 
which we were born ?" No year, or even 
week, had psTssed, but had yielded coo-- 
vincing proof that He who was our pa- 
ints' best friend, had been the friend^ of 
their orphaned posterity. Trivial as our 






afiairs might appear to others^ or in re- 
lation ; to us they were of great impor- 
tance. Life is made up of little things. 
Sometimes^ indeed, oiir s{Mrits were sadly 
sunk ; but I think the prevailing temper 
of our minds^ as was really the fact^ was 
best expressed by words we frequently 
adopted :-: — ^^ Thou maintainest Qur lot : 
U)e lines are fallen to us in pleasant 
places ; we have a goodly heritage.^ If 
our prosperity did not roll in a rapid and 
confluent stream, yet our lot was main- 
t^;jjed. If our cup d^d jxot fiijn pver^ 
yet, it w^ fftJK 

Qrief ap4 bier^ayQipent tend to endieftr 
3uch as remain to each other; Adverse 
dispensations are but as the sh^de to thie^ 
li^teir and more brilliant parts of Hfe*8 
vavi^ picture. We found it so. H^Xr 
riflt l«pks4 np to pie ?ts Ijer protector. 
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^^ A brother— is bom tat adversity.'* Her 
emphasis on the article was very expresrive. 
l%eiie Iras not intetided any invidious re-» 
fiecUoh on brethren— on numbers^ but a ^ 
persilasioh dwelt on her mind^ that an 
ovAf brothdi* could cherish sympathies ; 
whidi sev^cd could not. 

' Residing so long together^ we had in* 

iensibly assimilated. Our tastes^ prin- 

cifdek^ pursuits^ and habits, bore a consi- 

Nimble resemblance. As trees planted in 

the same aE^pect will^ by exposure to the 

Wiiid, have the like obliquities^ so our very 

entors and weaknesses were similar, ^f 

tiilrrie£^ii view 6f firatenlal comfort and 

ecNinsd iii incorreict, I feel able to vmdi- 

caie my smtiments in reference to an 

fnbf sister ; or if a further, alteration is 

iwrmitted^ I would repeat what I have 

^slditatdt^A sister is spcured for adversity. 

c 
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Harriet had iiiherited her father*^ per^ 
son ; but her moth6r*a mind pre^bi&i* 

• * 

nated. Comely and elegant in her forixi^ 
fihQ was far too dignified to be pretty. Iii 
her preisenoe^ there wa$ something which 
beauty has not. All who were in her 
society were won by gradual and imper* 
ceptible advances. 

The best British Queen called a ^ex- 
terior a Letter recommendatory. To pre- 
^rve the metaphor^ the hand in which my 
sister's was written was like her own pen*- 
0uaiship> — legible, tei:se^ and hir. It was 
not JfaUan^ but the Roman letter. Th^e 
may be £ner writings but this answ^i;fd 
the.t|ru/BstpurpQSf,-?-it spoke, it could at 
GROQ be known and read of alL 

' * , « • • • * 

In her countenance thei;e was indeed, 
occasionally^ a pensiyeness whick I haye 
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r^retted. Spectatan, who intermeddled 
not infh her private history^ might for a 
moment imagine she was discontented. 
Mettrers never formed this opinion : her 
Anven^tion illumined her comitenance: 
then she appeared in brightness. A pass- 
ing cloud gives an inexpressible beauty to 
a^mocmlight scene. 

Attached as her mother was to senti- 
ments which are derived from The best of 
Bcx)ks/and which have stood the test of 
every ige, she could not be uninstructed 
oil domestic affairs. Her arrangements 

* 

were those of the mind. Liberal from 
ptrtncipfi/ she was economical from con- 
scieiDtoe. She had the spirit to spends and 
the resolution to spare. 

ib^^% however, was her master- 
piece. Other excellendes vrere the ex- 
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quisite. beauties of the finest . landscape i 
her piety, , the snn which rendered . them 
visible, gave then^ life and light, gildin|f 
&e^ whole view. On one of those many 
evenings whidi^ according to the custom* 
ctf* the parental roof, we spent in easy and 
unrestrained conversation, we were un-* 
wittingly led to topics which recalled days 
that were long since passed: the sha* 
dows of distant. events glided before us.; 

In these retrospections, a similarity g^ 
thought was inevitable. The .£re jp^ 
which we^t no longer flamed^ but burnt 
with a t^ular and dear effulgenot. , Tlsp 
our conversation subsided into. the calm 
of tranquil musing. . A^ by mutud 4xm^ 

tent, we became silent. 

^^ « 

The pilgrimage , of our, hearti had. jmI 
us tp the same shrine. . As,thoi^in«tat. 
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tte Mpdohre— 4ike some holy femaleff of 
dd^ — "Charles,** said she, •^how mimitably 
correct were, the representations of life 
ghren us by our parents. I have some- 
times regretted that we so rarely recall 
tfadr counsels, and in our minor ooiK^rha 
ooiimder them as still directing us.** ^^ Tuie, 
my (tear Harriet, we do err,** replied I, 
^y m not tracing the Divine hand in the 
smidlest incidents of life. We ask support 
JAgreatexigencies ; we resort to Him when 
all^teiuge fiiils. How great his mercy, 
l^t theb he does not spurn us from his 
fttof-r-" His thoughts are not as ours, 
€3iarles,** said she^ ^^nor his ways as ours* 
The hairs of our head are all numbered ; 
}iHK kindly attentions to us are ibore mi- 
pQte than even our owb solicitudes.*^ 
" Yes, Harriet,** I said^ " we have indeed 
reesoii, abundant reason, to adore the 
goodness which feeds evcsn the sparrcM»; 

C3 
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andjfee grac» wW^ proposes, ftod replite 
tOi/thsU; qui^ion conceiiihig 1^ ilH^elUoud 
but ransomed creatures—^ Are ye not of 
m^re value than sparrows V *'« — " Those ar^ 
cheering words," rgotned my sister, ^^ in 
thansdyes; but in what melodious sounds 
imsi they have fallen cm the ear, when 
firA uttered by one ^ into whose lips 
gilEice Iwiss poured/ "* * She meantt Hhn whd 
MM ^ albogether iovdy, and the chief 
among ten thousand f and on whose 
cbrms she ww always ^ready to expaljate> 
as liciring ^ the ^ government on< his shouU 
dersv It was her favourite topic. Sh* 
spoke hOi^yever,* ^%iBt then> so like my 
niothar, and at die moment a gentle fhme 
risitig from the coal$ threw such a dim 
rdi^us light on a family picture on the 
wail, that I exclaimed, ^^ O, that those lips 
had language f '^They have,** smd Harriet : 
" tiidugb defid, he lives again/' I how im-- 
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derstbodher. Our mental glance was fixed 
on the san^ gloriodd spectacle* Our 
thoughts soared to the higher world. 
Her's, indeed^ were nearest the throne.— 
I meant^ the spirits of just persons made 
perfect ;— she, the Mediator of the New 
Coreinant. 

.We hadvOot bng indulged in this train 
of meditatton, befori Ooe joined us \^ase 
presence cheered and mrtructed. At 
length He so made himself known to us^ 
that though we jsaw hinx not, yet we re-^ 
joiced with joy unspeakable. 

From these delightful reveries we were 
roused by the entrance of the servant, 
who inquired if we would have candles. 
We both replied affirmatively ; for once 
giving an order which we wished to be 
disregarded. It was, indeed, later than 
we had supposed. 
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. ^Better fitted for the engagements of 
dievotioiiat retirement^ we had yet a dimt- 
nished portion of tiipoe for thoaie duties ^ 
anddeligfats. , \ 

I cpuld not consider either ^etenver-^ 
sation^ or the circumstance that our 
Evening Lessbn at the domestic sacrifice 
was the last copter of iSt. Luke^ to be 
wholly accidental. I was superstitioiis 
enough to imagine that the coincid^iee 
was more than ideal* Harriet said^ ^^ This 
is the finger of God.** — ^For some days I 
kept this saying in my recollection^ ao<t 
pondered it in my heart 
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CHAP. IV. 



Does not this band rule all thuigti aadlntMid 
The least of our concerns ?— since frota least 
The greatest oft originate. 

COWPBE* 



XHB month of May this year was un- 
usudly fine: and on one of the mo«t 
lovely mornings that ever broke on a 
ftllen worlds we proposed relaxing from 
our daily studies and customary pursuits^ 
to enjoy the sweets of Spring in a short 
excursion. The azure sky was here and 
there intercepted by a silvery cloud, which 
seemed as the ornamental pearls worn by 
the placid horizon. Gentle zephyrs blew 
upon the newspaper as it lay on the break- 



fast table, which had been placed near the 
window, thrown oj^en to admit the breath 
of mom. 

The small plantation which obscured 
our dwelling from the road wafl filled with 
warbfing songsters ; who seemed to parti- 
cipate in the universal gladness^ while they 
added to the joys of others. 

Thus in this life^ so manifqld in change,, 
it is happily ordained^ that where true^ 
enjoyment is posisessed, it is even invo^^ 
luntarily communicated — communicated 
without impoverishing the possessor. Our 
ride was oyer the neighbouring down& 
Harriet never looked better than on 
horseback. Ferlu^s the small share of 
vanity which, existed in her bofqm 
cberisbed by knowing it. 
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At twelve o'clock we mounted our 
hcTses ; ami the groomy who ivas also gar-^ 
dexier (for our establiidmient was not large)/ 
having talked much^ when he received his. 
or4er8» of his cucumber-beds^ and enlarged 
on the advantage of paying them much 
attention on so fine a day^ I dispensed 
with hi9 presence^ and we sat off alone. 

'* We shall be home by three^ Thomas/* 
said Ij a^ the servant let go my stirrup. 
TS/fy compaaion'cr galloway seemed tx> 
grudge the short detention occasioned by 
m^ ffoiinting* Something whispered me^ 
*' Perhaps not so soon." I was not how^ 
ever conscious of a feeling more cen- 
SKEAbtei than inconsidelation.^ 

f^The weather is really warm/* said my 
sridter, as we trotted over the greensward. 
** We'H tiacken our pace," replied I : and 
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crossing the road^ gently ambled under 
the 6hade of a rising plantation vhi<^ 
belted the park of Mr. Stephens^ a get^- 
tleman who had lately become a resideiifc 
in our neighbourhood^, and whom we 
Inew only by report. We had heard thai 
he was well descended^ had been liberally*^ 
educated ; and after successful mercantile 
engagements^ had retired to the beautiful 
mansion he had lately purchased Asso^ 
eiation with the world had given polisb 4fiK 
his mminers. In early life he hsd spoilt 
acme years on the European continent, 
iiid in the West Indies, wjhare Iay:ln& 
paternal estate.. 

The niatrimoniat ccmnectios be. ha^ 
formed was with a lady somewhat hia au^** 
pertor in ranl^ V^t not richly eniowtiL 
He had a numerous and engagii^ Apsl^V 
and all appeared disposed to take laiger. 
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draughts of present felicity^ such as they 
eii|oy who do pot aspire to higher satis- 
&ction8. It had been source of some 
rqpret^ when Mr. Stephens bought the 
estate^ that we were not likely to acquire 
an addition taour confined circle of visitors. 
Oa neither side was there much dispo- 
i^Uon to cultivate fKX[uaintance. There is 
mental as well as magnetic repulsion. 
We had welcomed them to the manor- 

liouae. They had courteously called^ and 

* .• . 

jidmired our snug retre^. 

^ We had now reached the vista leadings 
directly to the house^ when a flock of 
wheatears suddenly flew from the ground ; 
^nd startling my sister*^ nag^ he sprang 
ibrward. The protruding branch of an* 
oak struck her*elbow^ so duit she lost the 
iebis^ sokI was thrown. 
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^ I hope you are not bnrt !'* said I> as I * 
raised her frcrni the grounds ^* Not 
much/' she replied, with Idoks whidi: 
contradicted the assertion. My alarm was 
gneater^ as die proposed to walk hotoe^ 
and send the searvmit for the animal. .Her: 
bead'had received a slight contusion/ and^ 
she was bewildered. . ? 

Bjr^eneof those straitge imipulses itybk^ 

infiu^hcig the conduct of the brute crea^ 

'• - * "' 

tion, the horses, instead of bounding over- 

the plain, entered a gate which stood 

open> and raiEi immediately before the 

teai^ion. Mr. Steph?]^: waS: ajt that mo'^ 

n^eot seated at his study windowj whichr 

commanded the lawn where these lib^raiied 

,. . • . . » 

animals began to graze* He sent directly 
to our asMstance^ and himself came rto 
offer us the accommodations of his dwdl-r 
ing. Before his arrival^ my sister was 
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comidmbly recovered. She had said^ 
^ Charles ! this fall could not be a matter 
of mere chance/' 

J led faisr to Mr. Stephens' friendly 
abode. He hurried on before ; and Uir 
hdy and her two daughters paid her the 
most assiduous attentions— ^^evinced the 
greatest sympathy and tenderness. 

With a delicacy vhidi proved . their 
knowledge of the best manners^ our con<^ 
tinuance was not pressed. -Their carriage 
was cheerfully ordered, and we entered our 
emxi doors as the dbdk struck^e. Id that 
note of time I he^ language unperceived 
brothers. 

Our medical visitor soon arrived. He 
assured me there was no ground for alarm } 
mA deckred it yfw& a most buAi/ oircuiSM^ 
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sta&ce that the unfortunate dccidmi took 
place so near the spot Where assistftope 
could be procured. 

^ As Mr. Johnson left die parlour^ Htr-- 
\ riet observed. ^^ How di^rent are hh -sciK 
timents and language from ours P* But as 
if apprehensive that even such a i^mark 
might express mare of censure than coiAr 
passion^ she added^ ^^ Who. has made us to 
difler?'* She ever commiserated tliose 
who knew not the HAim that smote or. 
sustained them. 

Pity is due to stk^ as are blind to tliet 
operations of a gracious^ though imseto, 
hand. Happy is he who can Iwe under 
this conviction! ^^In trouble^ Harriet^** 
I rq)lied/ '^ we have no other resouA^e; 
m sickness no other solace ; in dgection 
no other hqpe; and in, death no ottiei 



comfort 
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1 learnt much of my sister^s preVicmi 
beievolenoe^ daring the time she was con* 
fined to the house. Works of love and 
mercy concealed from liuman notice^ are 
most appreciated by Him who^ though 
invisible^, can see in secret. 

.Harriet had foi^gotten many of her 

* 

cjuuritoble deeds. Oife day^ as she reclined 
on the BOfBiLy and I informed her that the 
mdow Aslett '^ had sent her duty and 
thanks for die garments given her just 
before Misses accident^** my sister*s oblivion 
threw light on that address of the mer- 
cifoi Ju2>0B to his commended servants. 
Their reply seemed her*s : ^^ When saw we 
tiiee jn distress^ and ministered to thee ¥* 

As she appeQred to have forgotten the 
fKira&ty .1 could not but reflect on that 
inen^ wbicl) has saidj. ^^ My . thoughts am 
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not your thoughts : I am not unrighteous 
to forget ybur work and labour of love, iii 
that ye have ministered to the saints/* 

. Our village had Hs full quota of paupers« 
Harriet had bpth visited their abodes and 
relieved their necessities. Her pecuniary 
aid was accompanied with counsels, admo- 
nitionSjp and prayer. She jpxcelled in dis^ 
pensing h^r bounty thfoogh secret diatK* 
nels. To many in destitute circumstaiiGes 
she denied nothing but her dame. ' ' 

Bivers and lakes which fertiUze and 
efnbellish the face of tte e^rth .haive re^ 
ce^ved ample noticet They, have been 
illustrated by the pend of Statesmen, and 
the song of Poets. These are supplied 
by the hidden springs and unperceived 
currents of subtei^aneous water. My 
sister^s diarity,' like the mercy of heaven, 
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4V4S t0 be seen latber in its efiecta than 
lt0[ sooroe. . ToQ often^ alas! tberetorns 
filnQ met from some who partook of her 
libersdity^ and verbally acknowledged their 
obligation^ resembled those which are ren- 
dered to Him whose tender mercies are 
over di his works. 

4 

. M^. Stephens and his amiable daughta^s 
^MKjuently visited us. Sympathy is an 
aitra^ve grace : it is the loadstone of 
^ social world. 

- Friendships formed in adversity are Kke 
tlie focesta of the North : if they do not 
mptdljrfloUri*, they ultimately yield the 
moat uteful «t\d durable materiak. 

The family at the manor-house had 
taiuch to learn . My librsury offered them 
bookaof a new order. Harriets patienoe> 
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resignation^ and cheerfulness^ undefr in^^ 
disposition far more protracted in its dll-^ 
ration than had been at first apprehended^ 
confirmed the fect^ that the Works lent 
them to peruse were not those of fictic^* > 

Minds debauched and debilitated by 
Works of romance do not easily digiest 
^und and wholesome truths. Worth of 
character is the best antidote to the 
poison of prejudice : it courts, and will 
bear inspection. Harrietts cheerful piety 
and circumspect practice confirmed the 
representation of books. They had a 
juster idea of graphical descriptions, when 
accompanied with a mora/ map. In acH* 
demies of the Arts, rules are invariably 
exemplified by models. Experience esta- 
blishes the propriety of this method* He 
who gave the most correct and efficient 
theory for the regulation of the life, left 
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«l«o an example that we should follow his 

The universal declension in the vir«- 
toes of a great people, arose, and was 
consummated, by the disjunction of that 
which shouVi always be united. They 
repeived instruction of those who saidf 
Imt did noi. 
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CHAP. V. 



He 18 not of his wish possess'^. 

• ... • , ' . ■' 

"Tbere/s loiiiethiil^ivantltig stUVto make him^le^d. ' 

t 



xJvR annual visit to the metropolis 
was generally during the winter season. 
This year our stay was unusually short. 
Friends were more than wontedly kind : 
and observing, in all probability, less viva- 
city in my manners than formerly, they 
exceeded their previous efforts to please. 

A few weeks may appear tedious ; they 
cannot be long ;— the small subdivisions 
of a life which is justly compared to a 
transitory vapour— -^a fugitive cloud. 



47 

Never did I reflect on my behaviour 
with less fiitis&ction than on this ooca- 
aioD. I appeared nngraiefiiK Had I 
really been so^ I Aould have detested 
mysdf. On no former visit did I so sen- 
lihly feel their attentions. With all 
things and persons conducing to my feli- 
dtf, I was unhappy. 

I had i^ot my distress mitigated by my 
sister's society : her presence indeed for 
the first time added to my sorrow. To 
my Burprize^ ^e had somewhat reluctantly 
left home.. Her partial recovery was the 
assigned cause of her unwillingness. See« 
ing me anxious however^ she assented ; and 
I H^dkxA that my female Mentor would 
accxxnpany me to a place which ever had 
charms for me^ like the Isle oi Calypso to 
the youthful Telemachus. 



I'd renider her unhappy by sympa^jf^ 
was Uie return I made her for <x)mf^ltflUMr£ 
Every "^ aspect in which I looked at ali^ 
Gonducf rendered me kss amiable/ Al 

r 

length we prepared for our r^t^irti t Milt 
although home was^ during our' enflM 
absence^ the promised balm to alla|r W^ 
throbbixig anguish^ I could not aoCQlUM 
for the fact^ — it seemed to ofier, a$ I a{i«- 
proached it^ but a cheerless prospect* ' 

Harriet said but little to oonsc^, ]^ 
feared^ when she did^ that I replied w^ 
less fraternal courtesy and kindness t\mi 
formerly. My reflections and reoHirlis 
were all grave^ if not gloomy ; and very 
tender were the observations I mader qn 
th# vanity of the worlds and the hap-" 
piness of such as 'had left it. 

Much of this peevishness with life 




pawes. current for maturity In better prin« 
(Mples. Poor Harriet anticipated that my 
continuance in this world, would be short. 

. In the chariot^ as we returned^ I amused^ 
or rather I tried to amuse myself with a 
small collection of Poems ; for all . at 
.<ince I had become wonderfully ena- 
moured of that species of writing. I 
always enjoyed it, as the fruit of lite- 
rature — as the dessert after a meal. To 
make it the only food of the mind, evinced 
a. depraved taste> a diseased and vitiated, 
palate. 

I had turned over . a fresh page, and 
read, — 
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Condemn'd to Hope's delusive mine^ 
As on we toil from day to day; 

By sudden blasts or slow decline^^ 
Our. social comforts drop away." , 

n 



« 

^^^How true is thdt !" *I ^xelBimed. i4$ 
fitter thought I alluded to the fest }fiies« 
I 'iweant only the first. And while «lm 
expected a sacred comment on man's 
mo^tality^ 'I began a disquisition on the 
'fallacy df hope, and the treachery of our 
fendest expectations. As the innocentone 
5G^m suspicions^ my sister could not ixna^ 
gineitbi^tiany <one had thwarted .my wishes^ 

When we ^reached our beloved home^ 
the^oud .on ni;y 'min4> instead of dissi^ 
{tttin^, threatened more ^heavily to pp^ 
press. Mr. Stephens' family being .at 
Bath might, in part, occasion this. The 
Gontrast from idaily society, to the total 
failure of foreign resources, might .pror 
duce dissatisfaction. 

I proposed jpflssing a few days in that 
cheerful ei^y, JEJarriet delicately, 1 thought 
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iaftUdioiiiely, opposed tbk fhn. She liad 
rqisoxis which I did not surmise. I yielded 
^to her ppinioQS with ^n ilUconcealed i^ 
luct^nce* 

The day of Sabbatic rest had always 
been estimated by us as the best boon of 
celestial ,niercy. It is that which rendecs 
all its other bestowments available ; — the 
xx)nnectiQg lit>k between human necessity 
^nd e^h^ustless liberality^ — between the 
idii^&» of Tpan^ and the tender cooipas* 
'AiQns of (heaven. The light of that morn 
^t length returned; ^^ but not with >t 
.IjgJ^t.uuto my miqd." No external or ij;i- 
^Hfi^rd sorrow detained ns at any time from 
jt||e<Hi8tpmary services of the hallowed te»v- 
jpifi. Xbemore inveteralie tbevdi^sease^ tb§ 
greater need of assistance* When be^tea 
off from other refuges, that asylum is 

4gM>s)ti»»«W!Hy. 

n 2 
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Had I even before questioned the truth 
of that cheering assurance given in the book 
x>{ unfailing veracity, " There I will meet 
with you," I bad this day lost my scep- 
ticism. Our reverend instructor, through 

• .J 

illness, was detained from the sacred desk* 
-The officiating priest was necessarily un- 
acquainted with the state of my mind; 
The exordium to his discourse had an 
allusion which prepared my heart for a 
reception both of admonitory and con- 
solatory instruction. Designing doubtieas 
to allay our anxiety, or to fit our minds 
.for all the Divine disposals respecting our 
beloved shepherd, whose indisposition 
had during the night increased to the 
alarm of his flock, he expatiated largely 
'on the great argument of Eternal pro- 
vidence. 

'i 

■i 

With meek humility hi. confessed be- 
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/ore the Supreme his need of spiritual 
illumination ; and implored it^ in those • 
words of our immortal Bard : — 

" Celestial Light ! 

Shine inward^ and the mind through all her powers ' ' 
Irradiate ; there plant eyes ; all mists from thence 
Purge and disperse $ tlfat I maj see and tell 
Of things invisible to mortal sight" 

* 

The appropriate introduction of these 
lines^ repeated with a feeling and pro- 
priety which evinced the sincerity of his 
hearty riveted my attention. 

* Wjien he admonished the discontented^ 
I bowed to the equity of reproof. " Inor- 
dinate fears^ as- to the result of oiir 
schemes^ evinced,** said he, " something 
radically wrong.** He so described the 
tumult and insurrection of that heart, 

whose motto was not " Thy will be done,** 

j> 3 
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that t now began to diBcem* tha error 
airf fblly of ray t«ttiper, and for the* itio- 
ment could subJHgate every^ rebeffiouy 
disposition. 

From this day my spirits recovered. I 
re-assumed a cheerful aspect, and. deter- 
mined, on some suitable occasion, to make 
those reparative apologies due to my 
sister for my past behaviour.. Such an 
opportunity soon presented itself She 
did not comprehend my purpose, xior 
could accept explanations when not re* 
quired. I, indeed, fQund that the infe- 
licity I bad lamented.^ and the changi^ of de- 
portment I had bewailed^ were perceived 
by none but myaelf. I was conscious 
^ that I had* been unhappy^ and iU-tem- 
pered,^ and suspicious^ and discontented, 
and frequently absent in company. Some 
such sensations^ ahbough unmingled withr 
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guilty were perhaps in our first father*s 
breast, when even in Paradise. Mercy 
and Wisdom saw it ; and affirmed, ** It is 
not good for man to be alone." 

This one sentence explains all the 
mystery of my conduct. I believed mar^ 
riage might have many paing^ I knew 
odibaoy. had no pleasures; 
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CHAP. yi. 



A principal fruit of Friendship is the ease and discharge 

of the fidness of the heart> which passions of all kinds do 

eanse and induce, . To a true friend you may impart griefii, 

Jojs^ fears> hopes, suspicions, counsels, and whatsoever Ueth 

upon the heart to oppress it, in a kind of civil ' shrift or 

confession. 

Bacon. 



xiLKTiaviTT has not a shrewder saying 
than the ^Greek adage^ 0/ (pshoi ov pXtig. 
Surrounded as I was by numerous and 
affectionate friends^ I yet wanted one t6 
whom I could communicate certain secret 
sorrows^ which had long preyed on my 
spirits^ and concealed hopes which I occa^ 
sionally ventured to indulge. 
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Sufficieat reasons operated on my de- 
cisions to withhold even from Harriet 
these important sensations and wishes. 
Not that I suspected her fidelity to my 
interests; nor her kindly indulgence to my 
infirmities ; much less the wisdom of her 

advice. In her I ever had found a tried 
and judicious counsellor. Indeed this was 
the cause of my reserve. I feared the 
ad^ce she might give would be unpa- 
latable. 

c 

nie tjontinued intercourse between our 
family and that of Mr. Stephens had 
proved to me a source of intellectual 
pleasure, and the occasion of . painful 
solicitudes. 

I had no reason to conclude the wel- 
come given me at the manor-house was 
less cordial than on our first acquaintance. 

D 5 
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a« llndl^g^Ised disclosuro of our ft»tiire 
poi^sos^** Tcumy a&tonishuient shercoKir 
jf^fl^Iy' replied ; '^ My (Jear brotbei ! I mk 
illdeed conscious of having withheld, tha* 
ftSmx too long; from your knowledgQi? 
Not prepared for this anftwer^ attended a6( 
i^. was. with considerable agitation^ ^^ My; 
d^DT Harriet," said I, *^ no reflectioiii oa 
yojiu: Qondupt was designed : I was going"^ 
to confess— to- ask your advice— to in^ 
quire how. you would act in thift int^r* 
esting aflair." — ^Now, as I had not told 
Ym what affiur, this only addcdi tOi her 
pisrpii^xity. The guilty^ it; i3.said>^ need nct^ 
aGCU$ers^ '^ True, Chsu'leS), it is most 
intei:esUng ;. but I should not have t^eo^ 
aujf^tep. without counulting youj my onlgr 
adviser." — ^^ I have taken no stisp, I assure 
you, Harriet/ ' said. Ij) somewhat warmly;, 
*^ liorv haye I mentioned it io ^y oue ;— ^ 
yoU; are m)fi only, adyifwir.." ^ 



66- 

there was more reatrictbn o£' man- 
ners. I had very frequesitty f&and tlW: 
young kidies waking or reading with endb 
otibert Now they were iaavariaihly afe' 
tended by their parents^ on by a young! 
gtmtleman their coasio^ whose visks I 
deemed unusually protractsedL He WM 
xa&w the* guest of his uncle; I at leiigdi 
determined to break through every re^ 
straint^ and to open my mind to^ my inn 
valuable relative. This resolution' being 
taken^ at its execution elicited discoverifes, 
and betrayed facts> of whicb I hod iok tfie 
most distant sopposkion. 

^* Harriet/' said I^ as we sat at taklb^ 
after the cloth was drawn, *^ I h«m beea 
for some time past thinking on the cha- 
racter of true and unaffected friendfihijp, 
vUch; we feet and pcofess toi each otboT'^ 
and haw qonoteufed that it eomprdbrnda^ 
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X9 «lndi^g^Ised disclosiiro of our fttture 
pot^sasr Toumy a&tonishuient ^et conr 
ftHi^I)^ replied ; '^ My dear brotbec ! t am 
indeed conscious of having withheld, the 
^^ir too long: from your knowledg^ir 
Not prepared for this answer^ attended a6( 
ife was. with considerable agitation^ ^* My> 
decir Hanriet^'' said I, ^^ no reflection^ oa 
yojiir aoodufi was designed : I was going"^ 
to confess— to- ask your advice— to in^ 
quire how. you would act in thift iator** 
esting aflair." — ^Now, as I had not told 
h^ what affiur, this only added tOi her 
psrpll^xity . The guil ty^ it i3 . said^ need nft 
aocusers^ '^ True^ Charles^, it is niQSJt 
intei:esUng ;, but I should not have t^efni 
auj^: step, without counulting youj my onlg^ 
adviser." — " I have taken no step, I assure 
you^ Harriet/' said. Ij) somewhat wariply;, 
*^ norv haye I oientioned it to ^ay oue ;— ^ 
jKM* are najj only, adyi ler." ^ . 
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It was soon found we mutually mistoak 
each other's meaning: Harriet had de-^ 
termined to communicate to me her 
recapt of a highly-important letter, Jput 
into her hand two days before by Mn • 
Duncombe. She had summoned reso- 
lution to tell me of its arrival,, the 
same day that I gathered courage to SG-* ' 
<{uaint her that I intended to write one. . 
The objects were distinct : the subjecti 
the satne. 

> 

The reasons that the amiable coudiil- 
of the Misses Stephens . was so much ih 
dm neighbourhood were now obviout. 
It is incredible how my feelings were 
changed towards him. In the morning 
l>f this very day I had* regarded him mth' 
unkind suspicion^ if not jealous aversion*. 
It occurred to me, at this mooieBt*! 
that hb interest and wishes would make 
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him subservient to mine. It grifeved me 
to find his stay in the country would 
be to short. I had a hundred regrets 
that my conduct to him had been so 
coldly courteous. There had been less 
confidence and freedom between us than 
is common, when persons meet nearly of 
the same age, rank, and acquirements. 
He had felt my behaviour the more, as 
I had shewn the most marked and friendly 
attention to the younger Mr. Stephens, 
when for a few days he visited his paternal 
roof. I thought the latter would make 
my sister happy, if he would but have 
thought so too. I overlooked disparity 
of years, and many other objections. In- 
deed I fyar I considered less Harriet's 
happiness, than that his attachment might 
favour my projects. A moral writer says, 
^* No- wise man was ever in love. If he 
is, I think it makes him act as a fooL" 
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Sack I leeraed in my, own ostimala. Ir . 

was comforted by hearing it descrihedi aS; 
an ^amiable weakness;" a term^ i£analj^d^ 
of nugatory,, ifi not pernicious impoct. 

The contents of Mr. Duncombe*s. letr* 
ter were delicately, communicated* Hftr-- 
riefs silence spoke her sentiments. Tnje: 
attachments, like the monarcbs ofi Per"*' 
siav> affect, and: are: the;, more ^'respected^ 
fcom^ their retirement. I soon) found his 
had. reasons for esteeming her wbich.^ 
WQuldi taend: to consolidate and enrich the* 
imion of their hearts. To her he was: 
rraaotely indebted for all that tetter ligbt 
which sweetly beamed, on his mind; 
Many pro&ssi a r^ard fon good senti^ 
ments, to please their possessor. Hi3>< on 
the contrary, had reverenced, admired^ 
attd loved those pvinciplea wJ:iicb.made my 
si^tec vsdiafe site: wai i Hb^ ^mbraeed th€m> 



03. 

nol to ip^tifji her, but to infliaanca. 
hifiAsel£. 

HiEiiTiet avowed that she was induced 
tOr view the circumstances of introduction^ 
and subsequent beneficial intercourse^ a& 
far, very far, from fortuitous. Many 
apprehensions^ Lest she should; mistake 
inclination for the direction she needed, 
aad in^lored^. arose in her mind» 

My sister's confidence in me con<- 
founded and condemned me. Much did 
I eegret that I had not spoken* first — ^given 
h^ t^ earliest pvoof of mf voluntary 
reKance. BoO all I did was wrong in 
itself, or wrongly timed. E^en now- I 
hesitated to reveal my hopes in their full 
ejitenL Thus ww L my owii . foe. On 
statikig. my feelings to) Harciet, she imh 
foiamak jsmi t&at M)% Dunwmbe had 
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mentioned with envy the favourable im* 
pressions I had made on his lovely cousin ' 
Emma. He had dommiserated himself 
in having me for his enemy, while Mr. 
W. Stephens was so entirely the ally of ^ 
his sister. 

# * 

Matters now seemed propitious to mjt 
advances. When reason and religion are- 
pioneers, affection will soon carry the- 
point. The honest, yet refinedly cautious 
manner in which Emma permitted me to 
hope for happiness, raised her in.my^ 
erteem beyond what I had thought pos- 
sible. Convincing evidence was afibrded, 
that guidance sought from the great In- 
visible had not been denied. 

I left the manor-house overwhelmed 
with pathetic emotions. As I walked 
through the plabtations^ I involuntarily 
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exclaimed, '^ It is the same kind hand^ 
My long-lost parents seemed to smile 
from heaven upon me. All around was 
agreeable. Every thing appeared to par- 
ticipate in my satisfactions. 

Having reached home, I immediately 
retired to my unseen guide, to implore re- 
nussion, and to offer praise. As one of 
old who prospered in a similar enterprise, 
I bowed down my head, and worshipped 
and blessed the Lord God of my father, 
who had led me in the right way *. 

* Gten. xxiv. 48. 
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CHAP. VIL 



It is a matter of sound consequence, that all duties of 
lifie areVy so much better perf<brraedi and all? its»triaU-bj 
so nucfa. better eoduredf. Iqrr how^ much the man< la«BMM> 
religious. 

HOOEBII. 



«■*< 



xk PULL persuasion that something; mcire. 
than mere affection isi necessary tO' mar 
trimonial felicity^ led me to improve the 
days of preliminary acquaintance to ef- 
fecting a similarity of sentiment. Cir- 
cumstances^ which were not under her 
controul^ had occasioned the beloved 
Emma to be but a noviciate in the most 
valuable of sciences. By the wisdom of 
my parents^ and the interposition of an 
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infyisible pewer^ I had* studied it from 
my youth up. 

Her education had comprised every 
spedes^ of usi^I and ornamental know- 
ledge, but that which alojfie gives real 
utility^ and brilliant beauty to acquire- 
ncDsnts. Attached, and accoatomed to: 
readhig^ ai^ough she bad perused many 
books, my library y^t contained such 
as she had not heard of. 

Grotuadmewly tilled, or on which the 
iseeds are dianged, is invariably the most 
prodactive, Partiafity apart, her improve- 
IB€^ ia< the most estimable of subjectfl 
was^ amaaingly rapid; — partiality allowed^ 
ib appeared supernatural. So apt, so 
lovely a scholar, was never befbre„ ncur 
since, found. Many years are numbered 
from the period when the lover aasuJsMd 
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the name of the husband ; and the truth* 
of this statement is only acknowledged to 
be more evident* 

. As we advance in life^ there may be less 
of admiration^ but a higher value is set on 
character* There may be less ardour in 
afiection, but more solidity of attachment - 
Standing corn seems more in bulk when 
unreaped^ than when cut down ana 
placed in sheaves. It occupies still less, 
space when thrashed^ but is more secure 
from injury, and better fitted for use. . 

Young friendships, like new wine, haviEi 
the brighter colour, and the more luscious^ • 
taste. Matured regards, as that which 
has acquired age, gain in strength and ' 
flavour what may be lost in appearance. 

Notwithstanding my better judgment. 
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I was for speedily concluding the days of 
courtship. In ordinary circumstances^ 
tedious delays are as unwise as they are 
unscripturaL The most un propitious 
conjugal connection recorded in sacred 
history followed a protracted solicitation 
of seven years. My case was somewhat 
Qstraordinary. The felicities of this sea- 
son were to yield to the acquisition of 
those stores which were to add to the 
happiness of after-life. 

Superior wisdom, by unforeseen oc- 
currences, effected that delay which I at 
the time regretted. I blush on recol- 
lecting that I felt "I did well to be 
aiigry." . Stronger evidence of inaptitude, 
under the best tuition, cannot be adduced, 
than that the same lesson should be so 
frequently repeated. 
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Xbe Ume ^draw ntar i;vl^n I ww io jrtf- 
oeive her harid ^at the altar^ who Awd 
already gi^n .roe hje^ hiari. As an «&- 
cuTBion was to be tak^D for itwo mtmtkB 
]on our marriage^ I roade iu^e >of itfaAS ;Mv 
.ratiSgement as an argument .for spe^^HT 
unipQ* To travel as the days dwivm iu 
Jes^th^ when the eyeniogs ATe libUlort ikp 
ithrow our eveniogs.away at ivtoovamodiw* 
inns, seemed then 40 be wo^ thtm 
plausible reasons for haste. 

The winter .had boen v^gorous^ bejpond 
what is usual in our 'western qounty^ ^md 
the spring >was ifine and oj>en. Suob 
weather^ like lexlemal prosperity^ is ior- 
stdious. We enjoyed its warnrth ^od 
bi^iUiancy.; »th(s mone so ^from previous 
iprivaitions. 

One evening, when Mr. Duncombe 
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wnd visiting at his uncle's, he and my 
sister walked with Emma and myself to 
Me the venerable ruins of a monastexy 
4;rhich were not .fiir distant ifrom onr 
Bbode. 

Aflflhe >aetting sun threw his refulgent 
-mjs on theivy vi^hidh hung on the Gothic 
'Windows, we were induced^ in admiring 
•tiie^a&a&ne, rto protract our stay. To re* 
cover the time thus unwisely expended, 
we quickened our pace on our return. 
'Omorassing the IDowns, the vapours of the 
'evening rose from the* humid earth. The 
•fallowing morning I found Emma hod 
token -a violent cold. Her delicate frame 
yielded readily to the assault of disease. 
A. ifever ensued. At the ^same period 
-an epidemic raged in the neighbotfring 
village. Two persons had died of old 
age in the month of March — that month 



so fatal to persons 6£ declining years*. 
Report affirmed their malady to be the 
contagious fever. My apprehensions gavei 
easy credit to this improbable tale. Har- 
riet attempted to soothe me under my 
disqualifying fears. Kind as she was^ 
and rich as my past experience was~ of 
interposing mercy, I despaired of lier 
recovery. -No tongue can express the 
solicitude with which I w;atched the pro- 
gress of this cruel disorder. 

The physician at length communicated 
to *Mrs. Stephens his alarm. To' Mr. 
Duncombe he pronounced the case hope- 
less. Never have I loved that amiable 
youth more than when he broke to me 
this fatal secret.; Prepared as I was> or 
thought I had beeb, for the events I be- 
came distracted. 
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Mrs. Stephens called me, at Emma's 
♦request, into her room, to receive her 
ferewell. I concealed the powerful, the 
overwhelming sensations of my agitated 
breast. As I approached the bed on 
which her weakened atid emaciated frame 
lay, she gently raised her head, and, in 
terms I had taught her, said, " Charles, 
my dearest friend ! this is the unseen 
hand of Mercy." — ^The rebellion of my 
heart contradicted this assertion. I was 
silent. Had I spoken, my faultertng 
accents would have betrayed the emotion 
of my mind. 

Emma fell into a dose. I thought the 
Messenger of release had received her 
disembodied spirit. Harriet tenderly at- 
tempted to draw me towards the window. 
I could not refrain from seizing the pallid 
hand of the patient sufferer, which I pressed 
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to my lips^ and bedewed with copious tcam^ 
To my inef&ble surprise and joy, my dear 
Emma opened her eyes, and softly said, with . 
^he most refined tenderness of reproof, 
** The cup which^OMr Father giveth us, shall 
we not drink it ?*• Her earthly parent was 
overwhelmed at this expression, and ex- 
claimed, " It is the delirium of death.** 
** No," interposed my sister, '^ it is the 
sweet transport of life." I confess I was 
little more than a spectator. Grief be- 
numbed and infatuated me. As I was 
torn from her room, Harriet says I ex- 
claimed, " I will die with her !"— ^^ No," 
said Emma, louder than I supposed pos- 
sible, *^ Live, my dear friend ! but not unto 
yourself, but to Him who died for us."— 
Never did she look so lovely :— - 

I 

'* Our blessiDgi brighten as they take the wing." 

« 

I begged to be alone. I fell on my 
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k«ees ; and there passed from my lips no 
voice of prayer, but the groanings which 
. cannot be uttered. I believe I fainted^ 
for it was dusk when I was aroused by a 
gentle rapping at the door. I heard 
Harriet, seeking admittance^ In an ec- 
stasy, she embraced me, and exclaimed, 
/^ My dearest brother ! prayer has been 
heard. The exhausted patient has had 
eomposing slumber, and is certainly re- 
vived. The hand of tender Compassion 
may yet raise her from a bed of sickness.** 

Harriet 'feeemed as the strengthening 
Angel, sent to minister to her brother. 
Religious consolation is never so accep- 
table, as from affectionate piety, in a 
female form. — Physicians prescribe, but 
nurses administer the medicines. 

The strong light of devotional truth 

B 2 
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was so attempered by the mild medium of 
my sister's language, that I could lift up 
my head and rejoice, O that what she 
then said had been recorded! She was 
unquestionably inspiredr— inspired by His 
spirit who is touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities. 



, Emma graidually recovered. Through- 
out her entire indisposition, her reli- 
gious principles not only burnt steadily, 
but sometimes blazed forth, to the ad- 
miration of all present. Her sen- 
timents before were like the exqui- 
sitely delicate painting on some of the 
finest specimens of porcelain. The at- 
trition of the world would have erased 
those beauteous lines. Can I regret the 
fire through which she passed, which 
fixed them — which rendered them perma- 
nent for life ? 
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TiU the following spring our union was 
delayed^ Nor were we blessed with hap- 
piness^ 



" Till we were taught, by previous pain. 
To bear it well, — till it was safe to smile. 



i» 



Steady as our views are on doctrines de* 
rived from that volume, the excellenbe of 
whose language is, that it gives a certain 
sound ; convinced as we are that the de- 
signs of Mercy are not to be thwarted by 
any power, earthly or infernal ; we yet 
conclude, to our own satisfaction, that but 
for these painful events our better impres- 
sions might have worn out — our better 
life expired. Often have we adored that 
power which gives life, and that wisdom 
which sustains, not by miracle, but by 
means of liberal, uninterrupted, and in- 
exhaustible supplies. 

s 3 
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On the same day^ my sister became 
Mrs. Duncombe, and I received Emma 
as the best gift of indulgent Heaven. 

I love, in the lengthening retrospect, 
to look back on our nuptial day. Its re- 
flexive rays yet cheer me. 

There was but one circumstance to 
embitter. Our elder relatives did not 
perceive at the festival, Him, who, though 
invisible, graced his own institution with 
his presence. Had this been their pri* 
vilege, we should have wanted nothing: 
our bliss would have been complete. Be- 
nevolent from instinct and habit, they 
wished us to follow our own plans. 

Independent of our ovm relatives, we 
had only one guest on the occasion, a 
person who well sustained • the character 
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given of those who are put into the mi- 
nistry* His grave deportment ; his cheer- 
ful conversation ; his liberality of opinion, 
as to the permitted indulgences of this 
day of gladness ; and, above all, his rich 
and easy spirituality of expression ; made 
him a fit representative of Him who was 
the visible guest at the marriage in Cana, 
and the unseen associate on many such 
occasions, until the present happy time. 



B 4 
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CHAP. VIIL 



For He of joys divine shall tell 

That wean from earthly" woe. 
And triumph o'er the mighty spell 

That chains the heart helow. 

Beattie's Retiremeni. 



jMy sister's marriage presented every 
prospect of as complete happiness as can 
fall to the lot of any couple : for, inde- 
pendently of all external sanctions, — such 
as, the approbation of parents, equality of 
rank, and suitability of years, — there 
existed such similarity of natural dispo- 
sition, such congeniality of taste, and 
such harmonious accord of sentiment. 
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as to lead to the conclusion, that " this 
match was made in heaven." There could 
not occur disputes for authority ; as both 
referred to that book, whose express tes- 
timony has settled that important ques- 
tion. Mr. Puncombe could never forget, 
that he owed all his happiness to th^ 
operation of those principles which he 
had obt^ned immediately from Heaven, — 
instrumentally, from his Harriet. 

Much as he loved and admired her 
before their union, he told me in a letter, 
written after the birth of their third 
child, that his wife's varied excellencies 
had before been to him as the fairest 
blossoms — beautiful, fragrant, and glad- 
dening : but now they appeared as the 
richest and most valuable fruit. His 
.climax of commendation was that of 
sister^ wife, mother. In his praise of her 

E 5 
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tmder the last character, I suspect there 
was somewhat of the father; for he was 
ardently attached to his little-ones. 

My sister's heart, like a fair mirror, 
reflected her husband's excellencies to the 
life. She once had feared lest children 
• should divide her affections, and diminish 
her attentions to her endeared lord. The 
intricate paradox in social feeling was soon 
solved by her own sensations. Her love 
was increased in intensity, by diflFusion, 
Hallowed attachments are thus strength- 
ened by division. That Being, who is 
essential Love, has the most numerous 
objects of his regard ; nor has any one 
reason to fear a diminished share by the 
-multiplication of participants. 

Mr. Dunoombe resided near the me- 
tropolia. -Commercial avocations re- 
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ifuired his daily attendance in town. Hit 
property was much involved with hip 
uncle's^ in the Western Archipelago. A4r 
verse occurrences^ as they were deemed^ 
rendered it necessary for one of the 
partners in the house to take a voyage^ 
and inspect the residentiary agents in the 
plantations. Who so suited for thi^ 
undertaking as the junior in the firm ? 

Several letters from Harriet pre- 
pared us for this distressing resolution. 
At length the following epistle came to 
hand. My sister generally corresponded 
with me: this was addressed to my love- 
liest Emma. The original lies before me. 

" MY DEAREST SISTER, 

^^ As in you I have always found 
the amiable counterpart of my dear bro- 
ther, and have invariably oboerved that 
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you can add to his pleasures or diminisl} 
his griefs, I persuade myself that the 
distressing intelligence I now commu- 
nicate will be less afflictive from your 
hand. You were, by my last letter, led 
to indulge the hope, that the affair, in 
Antigua might be settled without my bestr 
beloved William's taking the voyage. 
That fond hope is now destroyed, and he 
has actually sailed before this time : he 
lefl me for Portsmouth on Saturday. On 
the day preceding there was a consultation 
held at Hanover Square ; when this re- 
solution, so fatal to my happiness, was 
taken. When he returned from his 
uncle's, embracing me with more than 
common ardour, he said, ^ My Harriet, 
HE who first brought, us together, • will 
bring me home in safety. We have re- 
ceived good at the hand of the Lord : why 
should we anticipate evil J'*— Before he 
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left tne yesterday, he read with me several 
passages of Scripture, and commended me 
and our lovely trio to our fathers' God. 
In closing his prayer, he sweetly intro- 
duced those words which are my hourly 
support : ^ Thy way is in the sea, and 
thy path in the great waters, and thy 
footsteps are not known/ His allusion 
was to the mystery of this dispensa- 
tion. My fears carried me to their literal 
import. 

^' To-day I have been mercifully sustained 
by an attendance on the holy services of 
the temple. You know our privilege in 
having Mr. B. for our shepherd. I su- 
spected that he must have known the state 
of my mind, but I have found he did not; 
• He read for his text, in his emphatic and 
tender manner, those words, Ps. Ixxviii. 7S* 
* So he fed them according to the inte- 
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grity of his heart; and guided him by 
the skilfulness of his hands/ Every 
word he spoke fell on my bosom as the 
oil of consolation. After enlarging on 
the character of David as the type of his 
greater and better son^ and descanting 
beautifully on the integrity of his hearty 
which he considered as importing the 
entire and indissoluble affection he bore 
his people, in his own peculiarly happy 
way, after having read, ^ He guides them 
by the skilfulness of his hands,' he sud- 
denly and as in joyful ecstasy exclaimed, 
* What hands are those I behold stretched 
put for my guidance and support 1 hands 
torn and impressed with crucifixion nails! 
—then I am passive — I am contented — I 
Bxn grateful. O Jesus ! though thou slayest 
me, yet will I trust in thee.' — Then turn- 
ing to his auditory, and laying his finger on 
the text, he added,/ Yes, iny dear hearers. 
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He here shews us his hands and his side. 
Let us be glad, now we see the Lord.* 
— Indeed, my beloved Emma, I heard 
little more during the entire discourse. 
I saw Him who had guided my parents 
by his counsel, and has received them to 
glory ; and thought I could say, ' I have 
none on earth I • desire besides Him.* 
But, oh the treachery of my heart 1 
As the solemnly-expressive tones of the 
organ swelled in tender and pathetic 
sounds to that verse which closed the 
service, — 

•' The dearest idol I have known^ 
Whate'er that idol be. 
Help me to tear it from Thy throne. 
And worship nope but Thee !*— 

my whole heart reverted to the endeared 
mariner. Oh, Emma 1 — forgive the over- 
flowings of conjugal anxiety ! — I thought. 
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now perhaps the surrender is accepted—: 
my husband sinks in the mighty waters. 
He has taken the dedicated thing. 

^^This evening I conversed with, and 
commended my dear children to their 
father's God ; and have now seen them 
safe, and warmly laid. I relieve my mind 
by thus revealing to you my feelings. 
I need not request an interest in your 
prayers, and those of my brother. Give 
ray love to your dear little-ones ; and b€^ 
assured of the continued affection of 

"Your afflicted 

Even^. " HT DUNCOMBE." 

# 

After Emma had concluded the letter, for 
a short season I was lost in anxious astcHiish- 
ment. As our custom was, we jointly re^- 
ferred this new occasion of complicated 
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sympathy to Him who is touched with the 
feeling of our sorrows- Our minds being 
at length composed, after much delibera- 
tion we resolved writing to our distressed 
sister : • and then informing her that we 
would shortly journey to London, from' 
whence we hoped she would consent to 
return with us, I added a Postscript, 
stating, that perhaps Mr, D, might, on 
his return, make Falmouth or Plymouth ; 
and thus she might, being in the West, 
hav<e the earliest opportunity of an inter- 
view. 

The following morning we left home. 
There are two roads from our village to 
the inn which would be our first stage, 
and to us it was a matter of entire indif- 
ference which course was to be taken. 
So" accustomed were We to consider 
nothing as totally trivial, that, as we* 
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entered the carriage^ Emma having said 
*^ The higher road .will be most pleasant, 
drive on that," — I inquired, as ^oon as we 
were seated, if she had any peculiar reason 
for the preference ; for I was the mor^ 
curious, as I ever deemed it the least 
agreeable tract, and as she rarely issued 
injunctions without consulting me,'— ^^ It 
was by mere accident that I spoke," re^ 
plied my beloved companion ; " for my 
whole heart was fixed on the dear lamba 
we have left at home." The conversation 
turned on our parental regrets at parting 
with our children, though but for a 
season, and on a mission of mercy. 

Realizing the prospect of our longer 
separation, and the happy re-union which 
shall occur in the state of uninterrupted 
felicity, the distance appeared unusually 
short: and although it seemed aa i£ 
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we had but just left home, we already 
found ourselves at the foot of the hill on 
which stands the tenth mile-stone, and 
where a turnpike-gate is placed. How 
sweetly do such conversations beguile the 
tedium of a journey ! Such themes, 
and with the same ble^ed associate, have 
frequently been my song during the time 
of my pilgrimage. At the toll-house I 
observed two horses, with saddles, standing 
fastened to the pales which protect a 
small piece of waste ground, cultivated as 
a garden by the industrious man who 
^keeps the gate. Knowing my equipage, 
he ran down the hill to meet us ; and, 
with a countenance indicating much 
alarm, informed us that a gentleman, tra- 
velling with his servant, had been seized 
with a fit, and was dying — if not, indeed, 
already dead. I hastened forward, and 
found a genteel and elderly person ex- 
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tended on their humble couch ; and his 
servant^ a respectable man, who had long 
lived with him, lamenting the loss of 
the best of masters. It occurred to me 
instantaneously that there was a cause, 
though unknown to us, why we had 
taken this road. One who travelled with 
designs of compassion, and whose opinion 
claims the highest reverence, led by like 
guidance, must needs go through a town 
which did not lie immediately in his road* 
Ev€}ry assistance we could afford wag, 
cheerfully given. The trusty domestic 
rode, or rather flew, as I directed him," 
for Mr. Johnson. — Medical skill was suc- 
cessfully exerted. 

On our return from London, we found 
the stranger, who had been removed to 
the nearest town, considerably recovered. 
H(^ did not leave our neighbourhood for 
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some weeks afterwards. In him I have 
found one of my most valuable friends. 
Accustomed to trace the operations of 
unerring wisdom in every event, I have 
heard him say, that his latter years have 
been rendered abundantly happier by this 
occurrence. Our slight acquaintance has 
ripened into an intimate and affectionate 
friendship. His valuable servant has chosen 
to reside in our village, having made choice 
of our nursery-maid for his wife. They 
are truly happy ; and have every day reason 
to bless Him who does every thing ac- 
cording to the counsel of his own will, 
and who leadeth man by a way which, he 
knows not, and setteth the solitary in 
families. 

In anticipating the social bliss of the 
future state, I invariably associate with 
-my happier feelings the sweet counsel 
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counsel I have taken with this excellent 
clergyman. His presence cheered me 
when I lost my first-born. He was our 
inmate when the world lost all its charms 
for me ; — ^he soothed my rebellious heart 
when my dearest Emma ascended to the 
abodes of bliss. When I wept over his 
tomb^ I seemed a solitary being : and but 
for the union between his son and my 
beloved Emma^ my youngest daughter, I 
should now be almost without a prop in 
my declining days. On these I repose; 
and daily present my praises to Him, who 
has thus mercifully prevented me in the 
days of my calamity. I may reverse the 

pathetic lamentation of the Patriarch; and 
gratefully acknowledge, that I am not 
bereaved of all my children, nor are my 
grey hairs brought down with sorrow to 
the grave. 
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CHAP. IX. 



CkmdB do not always veil the skies. 

Nor showers immerse the verdant plain ; " 

Nor do the billows always rise. 

Nor storms afflict the ruffled mun. 

Johnson. 



V-In reaching London, we found our 
invaluable sister rejoicing in tribulation. 
I knew her too well, to suppose she 
would faint in the day of adversity. She 
agreed to accompany us home. Her 
children attended her, and added much to 
her happiness, and to the playful satis^ 
factions of their country cousins. 

It happened soon after her arrival at 
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our tranquil dwelling, which I begged 
might be her asylum till Mr. Duncombe's 
return^ that our conversation took its ac- 
customed turn. Each of us, from the 
stock of individual experience, added 
some interesting illustfation of our fa- 
vourite topic. Our new friend entered 
with warmth into our discussion. He 
was accidentally^ that morning of the 
party, having come to take his leave, 
being able to return to his family. His 
sacred order gave him the authority to 
■propose, on separation, acts of social 
devotion. Our corrected judgment, and 
the temper of our minds, rendered the 
proposition peculiarly acceptable. At 
that time we entertained no thought of 
knowing him more intimately. As we 
rose from our knees, there was not one 
of the small group but wished for that 
friendship which was granted in after- 
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yeiftrs. Whether it was that the afiec- 
tionate reference he made to the endeared 
voyager, or the benevolence with which he 
spoke of his juvenile fellow-worshippers, 
as he commended them to the grace of 
Him who took little-ones up in his arms 
arid blessed them ; or whether there is 
something so powerfully attractive in vi- 
sible piety, in embodied religion ; I do not 
know : but no sooner had he resumed his 
seat, and raised his handkerchief to his 
face, than the children approached him 
with filial freedom and reverence, and 
begged to sit on his knee. Had I not 
known it before, I had now discovered that 
he was a parent. 

As he mounted his horse to quit us, 
I said to Emma, " Our lot is like. that of 
the Patriarch, — we have entertained an 
angel unawares.** Subsequent events 
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have confirmed this sentiment. To us 
he has proved the ministering angel. In 
xn^ny instances he has been a messenger 
of mercy. His disembodied spirit is now 
with the' innumerable company of angels ! 

The voyage of my brother was re-^ 
markably prosperous. He fully accom- 
plished the object of his mission ; and 
landed^ as we had wished, at a Western 
port. Harriet could not be persuaded to 
pass all the interval of his absence with 
US; but it was so ordered, by an unper- 
ceived interference, that she should be 
&vouring us with a second visit when 
her partner was restored to her. , ' 

. The perils of the mighty obean, which 
he had encountered, endeared him ta 
every one of us. A finer subject for a 
picture caimot^ be conceived, than the 
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first interview of this united pair and 
their beloved children. If the delineation 
coiild be exact and accurate, it would be a 
glimpse of the celestial world — of that 
morning, when those who have been se- 
vered by the grave shall gloriously Hse, 
and, with their Lord, meet each other 
in the clouds. 

So much trouble had been entailed by 
the colonial property, that Mr. Dun- 
combe, with Harriet's advice, resolved on 
its alienation. His recent visit enabled 
him 'to effect a sale on terms peculiarly 
advantageous^ and with far less difficulty 
than had he depended for local infor- 
mation on the reports of others, perhaps 
pilrchased agents. He more readily re- 
nounced the profitable pursuits of com- 
merce, as his father about this time died, 
afitcr a Kngering indisposition. This loss, 

F 2 
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while it damped his attachment to the 
present state^ rendered it far easier and 
more justifiable to quit a lucrative 
concern. 

The same year, the benevolent parent 
of my dearest Emmu was taken from us. 
There was fiope in his death. My wife 
wished for certainty on the subject. 
Hope implies the alternation of fear.— • 
More genuine benevolence is not found 
ia a^ny individual, than shone radiantly 
in his conduct. I have often regretted, 

tliat persons deemed his betters do not 

«. 

more resemble him. 

Harriet and her excellent husband 
were chiefly gratified by these acquisitions 
of property, as it enabled them to dispense 
more liberally to the needy. Their cha- 
rity was not, however, profusion : it was 



101 

discriminate and judicious bestowment. I 
used to rally these united philanthropists 
on a peculiarity in their conduct, which 
was, if an error, an error on the right 
side^ They would on no occasion permit 
their names to appear in printed state- 
ments, too often the vehicIS of osten- 
tatious communication. As they sus- 
tained no public character ; as they^ had 
retired into the country, to Mr, Dun- 
combe's paternal mansion; as they were 
l^jabituated to do good by stealth ; as they 
knew well their own hearts, prone to be 
injured by commendation ; they thus 
acted. I do not record their conduct in 
this respect for imitation. I will not 
vindicate their pertinacious adherence to 
this practice. But, so far as purity of 
motive is concerned, it may be safe to say 
to every one who gives, *^ Go thou, and 
do likewise." 

F 3 



\ 
\ 



h 



102 

Our visits were regularly interchaDged ; 

and many months of mercy rapidly passed 

over our heads. I believe we rarely m*t, 
I but we took a review of all the way in 
\ which we had severally been led, during 

our earthly sojourn. Bright prospects 
[ were granted us into an unexplored 

country, where lies our better inheritance. 

Our children grew in stature, and, in 
the parental eye, daily more arniable. 
My brother-in-law ind myself have fre- 
quently, with enthusiasm and tears, re- 
counted the parental excellencies of hii 
Harriet and my Emma. In these mo- 
ments, when we realized the time when 
the fathers should not be, we saw, in fair 
V: perspiective, there would be the childrien 

I- 

to rise up and call theni blessed. 
i Of these fugitive days, durihg which 
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we had what we termed afflictive dispen- 
sations^ no one fled but was marked 
( with favour from the liberal hand of 
^ Covenanted mercy. Our afflictions ap- 
peared light, and were momentary^ as we 
essayed to look not at the things which 
are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen ; — for the things which are seen are 
temporal, but the things which are not 
seen are eternal. 

« 

The relict of Mr. Stephens still dwelt 
at the manor-house. Singular as it may 
appear, her happiness did not commence 
until most of her external comforts had 
been removed. She. became infected with 
"what some have termed ^ our family su- 
perstition.' To command an extensive 
prospect, nearer objects, which obstruct, 

must be taken away. The settlement of 

all her femily, but one ; the loss of her 

f4 
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amiable husband ; and a paralytic stroke, 
which rendered recovery hopeless ; were 
the occasion of adopting those words, — 
which she well comprehended in their 
truest import, — " I am left alone; yet am 
I not alone, for the Invisible is with 
me. 

Her views of futurity were placidly 
comfortable. It was the serene light of 
a summer's evening, which irradiated her 
mind. In the park, not far from the 
house, the parish church had been reared 
by the inhabitant who was first lord of 
the manor. A thick plantatioa^of shrubs, 
impervious to the eye, obscured this ve- 
nerable building from' view. She ordered 
her wood- ward to cut a vista through the 
trees, that the temple of worship might 
be easily seen from her window. The 
prospect cheered her. There was a time 
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when such a sight would not have been 
agreeable. 

Our venerable friend, the clergyman, \ 
when he was a guest at the manor-house, 
enjoyed the spectacle. He would say, 
the gight of the pointed spire of a con- 
secrated building refreshed his piety, and 
quickened his aspirations after that heaven 
to which it is the gate. Its language to 
him was sursilm corde! Thither did he 
come as a palmer of old visited Palestine. 

I can only commiserate those who have 
no congfenial sensations. Ta such I : 
would recommend the following extract. 

" Pilgrimage,'* said Imlac, '^ like many ;\ 
other acts of piety, may be reasonable or 
superstitious, according to the principles 
on which it is performed. Long journeys 
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in search of truth are not commanded. 
TriUh, such at is necessary to the regu- 
lation of life, is always found where it 
is honestly sought. Change of place is ' 
no natural cause of the increase of piety, 
for it inevitably produces dissipation of 
mind. Yet, since men go every day to 
view the fields where great actions have 
been performed, and return with stronger 
impressions of the event, curiosity of the 
same kind may naturally dispose us to 
view that country whence our religion 
had its beginning ; and I believe no man 
surveys those awful scenes without some 
confirmation of holy resolutions. That N 
the Supreme Being may more easily be 
propitiated in one place than another, is 
the dream of idle superstition ; but that 
some places may operate upon our own j 
minds in an uncommon manner, is an j 
opinion which hourly experience will / 

• / 
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justify. He who supposes that his vices \ 
may be more successfully combated in ) 
Palestine, will perhaps find himself mis- j 
taken; yet he may go. thither without 
folly. He who thinks they will be more 
freely pardoned, dishonours at once his 
reason and religion." 
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CHAP. X. 



Dark are thy ways of providence. 

While those that love thee groan ; 

Thy reasons lie conceal'd from sense. 

Mysterious, and unknown ! 

Watts. 



IVIy respected mother-in-law, though 
deeply afflicted, was not without external 
resources of relief, and possessed more 
amply internal consolations. 

Her son, who resided at a distance, 
wrote to her with great frequency, and 
visited her with much regularity. But 
a son, however kind, dutiful, or affec- 
tionate, cannot assuage the severe suf- 
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ferihgs which are the daily attendants 
on an enfeebled and decaying body. 
Besides, amiable and excellent as he 
truly was, he imputed the satisfactions his 
mother did possess to imbecility of mind. 
He had known her best in the season 
of gaiety and pleasure : then she was 
always cheerful. When he saw her now, 
she appeared dejected and unhappy. To 
convince him of his erroneous views, was 
impossible. The terms she used to de- . 
note her ^ supports,' he did not understands 

As he sat by her chair, to which she 
was a perpetual prisoner for twelve long 
years, and observed the silent tear roll 
down her cheek, he would tenderly salute 
her, and express his pity at her grief. 
Most frequently it was the tear of gra- 
titude for her own lively hopes ; often, 
jierhaps, of entreaty for her only*»on, the 
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image of his father, uniting with the 

like grj^ces of person the same universal 

'f' benevolence. The world was enriched 

r 

by their virtues. Had these but occupied 
the right place in their hopes, and sprung 
from the right motive of action, the 
\ Church had been benefited by their 
conduct. 



/ 



My dear Emma was a daily visitor at 
the manor-house, during these months of 
protracted suffering ; except, . which was 
often the case, when her rising family, 
her children's mind^, and her husband's 
connections, forbade the exercise of her 
filial ' duty. She acted invariably from 
Scriptural principles. She had left father 
and inother to become her husband-s. 
Every duty was conscientiously allowed 
its proper place,— had given to it, its due 
impprtawe. 






Ill 

But there remained to Mrs. Stephens 
hes* youngest daughter^ Emily, who had 
not yet fled from the parental nest. 
9ome time before this period^ this most 
iraluable member of the family^ whose 
personal charms were certainly equal to 
my of her female kindred^ had greatly in- 
:erested the eldest son of a gentleman who 
*esided in our county. For this alliance 
Smily*s mother was very anxious; and 
vas^ I fear^ unduly harsh, in consequence 
>f what she then termed her daughter*s, 
scruples and precision. 

The youth had just left College, where 
le had imbibed principles in direct oppo- 
jition to those which are there incul- 
i^ted. His attainments in science were 
ttot contemptible ; his manners agreeable ; 
bis fortune large, and his prospects 
devated and flattering. With all these, 
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advantages, he rejected the revelations of 
xn^rcy and wisdom. Like the pdished 
and lettered sages of antiquity, he es- 
teemed that foolishness which is essential 
wisdom. Emily declined encouraging 
his hopes. Her father, then living, affec- 
tionately urged her to accept him, hut 
would on no account permit her incli- 
nations to be forced* Relying on his 
paternal tenderness, she bore the better 
her mother's incessant importunity on the 
Subject. 

♦ 
I have sometimes imagined her affec- 
tions Were already his ; but her heart 
was garrisoned by reason and religion. 
New attentions from othfer suitors w6re 
declined. I have since seen, in these 
preventive arrangements, that He who 
is excellent in design, and wonderful in 
operation, was thus reserving for the day 
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of approaching calamity this amiable 
girl, as the companion of her afflicted 
mother, and to evince the superiority of 
those very sentiments which had before 
obtained so illustrious a triumph. Emily 
considered that her path had been marked 
out by unerring direction. In her pre- 
sent dutiful attendance and cheerful pri- 
vations she pleased not herself, in that 
sense only in which those words are 
applicable to her best model. She found \ 
her pleasure, like Him, in acts of self- 
denial and benevolence. 

The entrance of moral evil into the 
world, or the most abstruse, dogma that 
ever excruciated the faculties of polemics, 
never perturbed the mind more than 
did the dispensations of providence to this 
family. Before Mrs. Stephens had fully 
pardoned Emily's obstinacy, the palsy 
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struck her. Occasional absence from 
home might have mitigated maternal 
displeasure. Much did I pity my sidter. 
Her mother supposed that now she would 
gratify herself by a petty revenge, — the 
worst weakness of a little mind. She 
wished Emma had remained single, .as 
her attentions would have been the result 
of uninjured afiection. Little did she 
know that the same happy frpita ^ere 
to be gathered from the like principles 
in Emily's bosom. She at length felt 
towards this daughter the double attadi- 
ment of mother and child ; for to her 
she owed spiritual existence, apd her 
better hopes. But for the tender and 
humble instructions of Emily, Mrs. Ste- 
phens would have been miserable .: — ^now , 
she was happy. It is true her daughter 
was assisted .by others : our friend the 
clergyman was frequently with her. 
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Other members of her family threw in 

their mite of endeavoun But the chief ' 

success, which followed Emily^s efibrts ; 

was in exclusive consequence of an i 

invisible Interpreter, one among a thou- \ 

sand, whose agenjy is never sought in J 
vain. 

As those years of suffering and de- 
bility tardily rolled round, and as I never 
found my eminent sister once slackening 
in her filial attentions, I have been con- 
tinually struck with the efficiency of 
principles which have stood the test of 
experience in every changing vicissitude. 
I have turned aside to see this great 
sight, wondrous as the burning — ^but 
unconsumed — thicket seen by Moses in 
Midian. With reverence have I con- \ 
templated the spectacle of this suffering I 
mother and sympathising daughter, — hap- 
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pier far than in seasons of uninterrupted 
prosperity. I have both heard a voice 
and seen an appearance which justifiea 
the assertion. — God was there. The 
bleakest mountain, or the gloomiest 
valley, are pleasant, if He ^ present. 



Whether credited or not, I can affirm 
that the sweet delights of my own fire- 
side, and all the many indulgences of 
social life, have lost their fair brilliantg^ 
in the superior splendor of this scene. 
The decea^ accomplished at Jerusalem 
by HIM who did nothing amiss, has so 
gladdened the sick room of this trans- 
formed sufferer, that I have reluctantly 
left it: — I have said, " It is good to be 
here." The delights of that season when 
I first visited the manor-house are lost 
in these sublimer satisfactions. It com- 
poses my mind at this moment, to recall 
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those blissful afternoons when my be- 
loved Emma^ her dear sister, and myself^ 
formed the little party round the sofa of 
our patient mother. Emily, as the re- \ 
sident priestess of this consecrated spot, \ 
kept the fire of devotion burning with 
the zeal and purity of the Vestal virgins. 
The decrepid parent looked more cheerful 
than I had ever seen her, and would have 
served a sculptor for a model of suffering 
patience. Emma was always foremost in 
works of labour and love. Had but 
Harriet and her husband been present, 
the association would have been complete. 
To the flying minutes on such occa- 
sions I have often said. Entreat me not 
to leave this society : where these are, 
there will I be : this people shall be my 
people ; their God, my God : and when 
they die, I will die ; and where they are 
buried, I will be buried. 
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lAdeed^ such is the impresstoA tha^ 
blissful interviews have produced in. my 
mind^ that to this day^ when I ohmrft 
exterior marks of gaiety and gladiMiSy I 
fear there is heaviness in that mirth't 
and on the contrary, where I enter i 
house of affliction, I am cheered by a ^ 
secret hope, that He who was often at 
Bethany, and loved to resort thither, may 
be again present. 

9 

[ Let this be imputed to the weakn^s of 
advancing years. It is still a staff whidi 
supports me. I will lean on it from 
very age. Nor is it any smaU subject of 
praise, that, such hopes revive, whfei) every. 

\ other fails. v . • . 

I always felt a conviction, that my 
sister's filial piety would b^ largely re- 
compensed : sometimes I conchided in 
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this world : again^ I postponed my cer- 
tainty till the resurrection of the just. 

Believing the efficacy of prayer, I was 
sure Emily was rich beyond any of her 
family. Her case was never forgotten 
by those of us who had opportunities 
of speaking to the Kino invisible : his 
commandment^ with promise^ seemed to 
pledge his extraordinary interposition. 
And confidently did I build my hopes on 
the dying benediction of her tender and 
admiring mother. Her expiring breath 
was prayer for Emijy. The last tear 
wiped away from her face by the hand of 
divine Love, was one which was silently 
falling on Emily. 

*' And if there is a tear so roeek^ 
As would not stain an angel's cheek ; 
Tis that this pious mother shed 

* Upon her duteous daaghtefs head." .. 
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CHAP. XI. 



They that honour Me> I will bonoun 

1 Samuel. 



IVIrs. Stephens; by her testamentary 
arrangements^ had, to the full satis&ction 
of every branch of the family, largely 
distinguished Emily. And now broke 
upon her that day of reward and felicity 
wlucli was anticipated for her by all but 
herself. A year had scarcely elapsed, 
when, after repeated solicitation, our 
clerical friend consented to bring down 
some members of his family, with whom 
before we had' been but imperfectly 
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acquainted. His daughters^ on their 
return from our abode^ were to be ac- 
companied by their brother ; as their pa- 
rent was not willing so frequently to 
leave his parochial flock. This youth 
(since, my valued son, the companion and 
friend of my daughter Emma) took his 
course hither, through Oxford, to enjoy 
the society of one, formerly a school- 
fellow, though much his senior. It being 
the tifne of recess from collegiate resi- 
dence, he found his friend preparing for an 
excursion into the southern part of the 
Welch principality. A small deviation 
from his route brought him to our 
village. The circumstances of intro- 
duction secured him a cordially welcome 
reception. His prospects in the church 
were good : already he had, for one so 
young, valuable preferment. By gradual 
progression, he is at this period enjoying 
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the diguity^ and fulfilling the important 
functions of a Dean« His friends fully 
depend on his wearing lawn slaves. His 
genuine mod^sty^ the accompaniment of 
worth so eminent as his^ will urge him 
sincere^ to say— and what is sometimes a 
nuere formulary— ^^ Nolo episcopari'' 

This person is the blessing prepared 
by God for the much-enduring Emily. 
The season of preliminary a:equaintanoe 
was not unnecessarily protracted. Emma 
lived to see them thus happy. If the bladk 
passion of envy could be jostifiedi or if 
it could be indulged without injuiing 
its objects, such felicity as theirs would 
offer the strongest temptation. It has 
sometimes occurred to me, that their 
united histories would be the most !»* 
minous illustratbn of that unfailing pro- 
mise flaad^ to those who exemplii^ A^ 
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doties enjjoitoed by the fifth precept in 
the decalogue. The light of heaven 
shin^ on their tabernacle. They h^re 
bad as much prosperity ai^ could ttfely be 
allotjted tfaain ; and the ^w afflictioiis 
they have met with seem to have beea 
deprived of their noxious character* They 
axe blessed^ and none can rmrerse it. 
Four children have been granted to- &i& 
devoted pmr . Those who are susceptible \ 
of instruction^ already evince what si^ \ 
ceipbination of parental ef&vt can pro^ 
duce. At their present tender age, their 
amiable tempers, their ready self-denial, 
their regularity of behaviour, and their 
cheerM reception of learning, togi^ther 
with, their innocent sporlive dispositions^ 
pjRDve how gi^atly they have profited under 
their various advantages. A kindiy soil 
aSers but few impediments to ^is tidh 
cultivation. A judicious systrai of nieans 
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/ is dependently Adhered to. Both parents 
co-op erate with ecjual zeal and affection : 
and the presumption is already justifiable^ 
that these children will, unquestionably, 
continue ; and flourish in every thing, 
lovely and of good report. 

/ The Dean entered so fully into bur 
/ maidms on the subject of an Invisible 
{ agent ruling and directing his people. 
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that it was among the very first instruc- 



\ tions his little*ones received froni his lips. 

In character, . as in personal feature, 
there may be general resemblance, • al-; 
though each have his specific distinction. 
I was amused the other evening, as I sat 
with this amiable pair, surrounded by 
their pleasant family groupe, with a ico-. 
incidence which I traced, or fancied I 
observed, in my own education and 
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theirs. The history of the Babylonish 
monarchy alarmed by the han<d-writing 
on the wall, was the tale for that evening. 
The judicious and pious remarks of the 
Dean, enlivened by the cheerful illus- 
trations of his equal Emily, were de- 
livered in so simple, and yet so dignified 
a manner, that the dear children were at 
once entertained, and their intellectual 
faculties raised and expanded. In this 
method of instruction I saw evidently the 
purpQse of Him, who, in providence as 
in revelation, has tenderly said, ** It is 
not my will that any of these little-ones 
should perish. 






' Emily has, for the present, resting on 
her the chief charge of the children ; 
especially as, when a Chapter is held, the 
attendance of its President is demanded. 
He holds no sinecure. 

G 3 



126 ' 

Thfe great success which had followed 
the plan pursued by my Emma, and Mrs. 
Duncombe^ induced their sister to imi- 
tate Ihek* example. 

Much solicitude was evirioed in the se- 
lection of a proper person to undertake 
the iqfiportant work of tuition. A letter 
addressed hy Emily to the yc»iing lady 
who resides with th6m iii this capacity 
was shewft me flie other 4fay by tf» 
Pean^ who had taken a oopy ^f it. I 
sometimes suspect he had improved it;^ 
as a work of so much inerit in^uld not 
discredit their united wisdOxii. I regret 
that I have not the letter by me. As 
far as I can recollect, it was an epitome 
of the plan adopted by her elder isisters, 
and sanctioned by the Supreme bene-> 
diction. Matters of detail were reserved 
for the personal commencement of her 
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labours. Reiigious sentiments were, in 
tlie first place, largely and luminously 
stated, and placed in their chief and 
primary station. Two tables of stone 
were given by God to his prophet. The 
duties <rf the first fulfilled, will render 
those of the second easy in discharge. 
M^tal cultivation was then enlarged 
on ; and a wise distinction maintained 
between the mere impartation of know- 
ledge, and the acquirement of true prac- 
tiod wisdom, which teadies its proper 
use. What are termed accomplishments 
were treated of in their order. As to 
ihese, much assistance would be obtained 

' from tte several visiting instructors. 

/ ^rpm the way in which they were 
spoken of, it was evident the subject had 
been considered in reference to both 

wodds. To excel in such attainments 

\ '^ ... . . 

\ was not her chief desire. Like Themis- 
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toclest who could teach a small state how 
to grow great, she disdained to labour in 
trifle's, and considered petty accomplish-i 
ments as below hpr ambition. 

. She introduced into this letter — which 
was, however, but preliminary to a fuller 
developement of her views and expec- 
tations on thie subject of education-r-a 
brief sketch of the marmers she was 
anxious for them to acquire. These man- 
ners she wished to result from a prompt 
perception and an attentive consideration 
of the duties they owed to all, in the 
different relations — superior, inferior, op, 
equal. To combine dignity of depoff- 
ment with the familiarity of benevolence ; _ 
to associate the charms of respectful sub- 
mission to their superiors, acceptable 
freedom with their equals, and a winiing^ 
condescension to their inferiors ; was her 
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great aim. Nothing was to be consi- 
dered as trivial. Every thin^ that was' 
to be learnt^ was to be learnt well; — ^all 
principles to be reduced immediately to 
practice. The lesson of the day was to \ 
be exemplified by its consequential duty.' / 
Emily principally instilled into the mind 
of the preceptress, that no success 
could follbw the best-directed or most 
indefatigable exertions, without the im- 
plored benediction of Heaven. A con- 
sciousness of inability l)ad, I suppose, 
been • expressed in some former , commu- 
nication from Miss T. The true and 
evident, but disregarded distinction be- 
tween genuine humility — which, in depen- 
dance on the Divine aid, will attempt 
the fulfilment of every duty — was happily 
pointed out and placed in forcible contrast 
to the coanterfeit of that grace which is- 

G 5 
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often the cx>ncealment of pride, or the 
shelter of indolence. 

The differences in intellectual endow- 
ments and literary acquirements are as 
obvious as the varieties of stature and of 
shape. To deny the possession of them> 
if granted, is surely ingratitude, rather 
than humility. He who exemplified this 
grace in its loveliest and most appropriate 
forms, thanked God that he could speak 
with more tongues than others, and that 
he had profited in learning above many 
of his equals, in rank, and years, and ad- 
vantages. Nor would he have deemed 
it Christian humility, to have declared 
himself imfit for his Apostolic duties. 
He felt and bewailed imperfect isancti- 
ficatioo ; and confessed that he was 
li^ss than the least of all saints. He 
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distrusted himself ^-— he magnified his 
office. In ccw;rect views of his duty, 
and in diligent attempts to discharge 
his obligation, he was not a whit 
behind the very chief of his fellow- 
labourers. 

I entertain no doubt but the promised 
guidance was bestowed in introducing 
Miss T. into-tl>eir family. Her con- 
scientious estimate of the great respon- 
sibility of the charge, her anxiety to 
impart benefit, and a deep persuasi<Hi 
that the peace, honour, and eternal 
welfare of the children, have, in some 
measure, been confided to her, were 
apparent in a conversation I held with 
her, the last time I was guest at the 
deanery. The circumstances of her in- 
troduction were what many would have 
deemed singular and accidental. This 
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I viewed as an auspicious presage. Never 
did Roman augur more anxiously inspect 
the entrails of the consecrated bird, or 
Grecian priest mark the flight of the 
aerial omen, than I have watched and 
waited for the movements of the pillar 
and the cloud. Emily has daily reason 
to say, that she was favoured with that 
direction which sjud, ^^ This is ^e way : 
walk ye in it.'* 

That the warranted hopes of these 
parents will be realized, I have had for 
years the most satisfactory persuasion^ — 
a persuasion founded on the previous at- 
tentions rendered by Emily to her af- 
flicted mother. There is a retributive 
connection in divine providences. Obe- 
dient children have themselves dutiful 
posterity. This persuasion was corifirmedj 
when the tender infants were presented. 
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in their order, at the hallowetWont. The 
ear of faith perceived it was no delusion, 
as those words fell from the lips of in- 
camltte Love : " Suffer little children to be 
brought unto me, and forbid them not : for 
of such is the kingdom of he^en." And, 
finally, this conviction is daily deepened; 
as I observe, that the dispensation of 
m^ans they are placed under, solicits the 
Divine interference. 



I am not able to disjoin the gracious 
promise of Heaven, which, in the gift of 
seed-time presents an assurance- of har- 
vest: and adds, for our encouragement, 
*^ He that soweth liberally, . shall have 
abundant increase." 
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CHAP. XII. 



Practical prinrMrn appear to grow stron^r^ aHsolutely 
in themselveB, by exercise ; as well as relatively with 
regard to contrary principles ; which^ by being accustomed 
to submit^ do so habitually, and of course. And thus a 
new character, in several respects, may be formed; and 
many habitudes of life, not given by nature, but wbioh 
religion directs us to acquire. 

Butlsr'8 Ana, — Chap, on Moral Discipline, 



J. HE Hermit of TenerifFe was, by its 
truly great author, deemed the best of 
his works. It is a pleasing and powerful 
exemplification of the force of habit. 
Much are those moralists to~ be censured 
who would despoil that goodness of the 
praise of volition which is the result of 
well-regulated customs. Such habits are^ 
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in the fullest sense^ voluntary. Who 
would deny purpose and skill to an 
architect, merely because his labours 
are rendered easy by repetition ? 

Later ages have been overwhelmed 
with the folly of innovation. Whatever 
is orderly, is considered as corrupt. Age, 
and all that is venerable, was a prescrip- 
tive title to reproach, insult, and death, 
in a neighbouring country. The pesti^ 
lential vapours of that stagnant marsh 
of moral national depravity infected some 
in this island. The epidemic spread. 
Our entire family compact was pledged 
to the counteraction of those accurfted 
princif^s, which owe their chief success 
to their being kindred to every evil 
propensity natural to the human heart. 
The hope was cherished by every head 
of Our houses, that our domestic circle 
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would offer a moral leaven, that should 
silently operate In extensive difflision. It 
affords us considerable comfort to ob- 
serve, that these consequences have al- 
ready taken place. 

In those households which are en- 
larging in number^,— while mine is, alas ! 
rapidly diminishing, — the same sentiments 
of regularity and subordination prevail ; 
the same efforts to extend moral light 
lb all around are made ; and the like 
distinct recognition of the hand of Love 
and Mercy is to be perceived. 

Legal instruments, executed by inte- 
grity and skill, will secure the entail of 
perishable possessions. These, unaccom- 
panied by correct sentiments, are not 
enjoyed by the possessor, and prove ria 
blessing to society. They often place 
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power (for wealth and ancestry are 
power) where it is rendered despipable^ 
and give ability to be pernicious to others. 
The perpetuation of good principles will 
ensure the continuation of our family 
honours. ,To such principles are owing, 
remotely, the wealth transmitted to them. ' 
Should it, by diffusion, be materially les- 
sened, tbe operation of the like sen- 
timents have the promise of renewed 
acquisition. ' ' 

4 

But these fond hopes were not che« 
rished exclusively for those who were 
called by our names. The grand pur- 
poses of progressive mercy are, by the 
hand of Invisible agency, daily accom- 
plishing. The opposing principles of 
right and wrong are not fighting uncer- 
tainly : — these wax stronger and stronger. 
Those are daily becoming weaker : and 
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the value of victory is to be ascertained 
by coiisideriiig not only what the con« 
quenors may have gained, but also what 
tile conquered have lost. This is most 
true in moral or religious questions: — 
this is most true where the victory has 
been silently adiieved. Like the ope- 
rations of nature, progress is effected 
without clamor. Triumphs on these 
grounds. are not tumultuous; nor likely 
to be followed by subsequent defeats. 'Wie 
territory once gained, is kept. The prize 
obtained, is unfadhE%«nd imperishable. 

r ' 

^^Real religion resembles majestic ri-- 
vers, which are poured from an abun- 
dant and unfailing source. Silent and> 
peaceful in their outset, they begin by 
dispensing beauty and comfort to everyv^ 
cottage by which they pass. In: their 
further progress, they fertilize provinces^ 
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and enrich fcitigdoms. At length, they 
pour themselves mto the ocean ; where; 
changing their names, but not their 
nartufes, they visit distant nations and 
other hemispheres, arid spread throughout 
the world the expansive tide of their 
benevolence ." 

Before thojse days had arrived in which 
Lsay ^^ I have no pleasure*,'' — for I am so- 
litary,— I laboured to form for myself, 
and impart to others, right habits. Habit 
is as applicable to thought as to action,**— ^ 
to mind as well as body. They are most 
easily formed in youth — the plastic age ; 
but are most powerfully pernicious, or 
useful, in our approach to a second child- 
hood. After passing the grand climac- 
teric of life, to subdue a habit is as useless 
an attempt as to bend a majestic oak, 

« Ecclesiastes xii. ]/&c. 
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the monarch of the forest. Its inutility 
arises from its being impracticable. 

Many, in the evening of their days, 
most regret those evils which, li^e fetters, 
render their walk into the valley irk- 
some and teiiious. Unable to sustain 
their own weight, how distressed are they 

by an additional incumbrance. 

/ 

To my aged compeers, I would .most 
recommend the strengthening of their 
better customs. To attempt the irra- 
dication of old, or the implantation of 
new, is alike absurd. 

* My clerical friend used to labour this 
point with all his connections. His 
own example illustrated his exhortations. 
^^ William/' said he to his son, one day 
in my hearing, as we contemplated that 




141 

stupendous work of art, the iroii rail-way 
at Colebrook-dale, " mark the force of 
habit : it is in morals, what power is in 
mechanics.^ A good habit is the rail-way 
of virtue. Weights which would impede 
are thus borne without difficulty. Nay, 
as in the case of the inclined plane, the 
pressure is rendered the occasion of more' 
rapid progress.'* From what was lovely 
and of good report in society, he pro- 
ceeded in his observations to matters 
of devotion and piety.' He told us, that 
that Spirit, which, free as the wind,' 
bloweth where it listeth, cohdescendied 
to sanction that which is stated and re-' 
gular in religion. *t\ 

• * * 

As life is made up of little things, so is' 
character. My dear friend's singularity 
on this subject may be 'known, by what 
may be termed a trivial circumstance. 
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He appointed me his executor ; whieb 
office of fiiendship, as tiiere were no 
Ieng!diened tracts or complicated interests^ 
I did not decline. In search^ his pi^^ef s^ 
I found one which reewded^ m aiadenfc 
terms^ his deli^tfid sensaticms om ntHtnter- 
iflg his fiavonfite iqiartmentv ^^ obsemiii^ 
tte darkened colour on the walk Thia 
seemed to me e3ctraord]nary : hut: on titnir 
ing: rounds I eotdd. «aml]F perorive thai; hi$ 
intense' : breathings in secret prayer hady 
in the '^oiir^f jdfi time^ ^dme^'t^aat lingedk 
the paper of the room. I .eatight the 
imp<dse. I felt I was on holy ground. 
The very sp«t seemed privileged. Nor 
could I but gratefully acknowledge this 
accidental help to feelings too disposed 
to subside. The gentle gale revived the 
dyvig embers. The smoking flax is ofbm 
ihw fanned into a flame. Every Kttle 
cUs^Qvery proved to me, that he was dmfy 
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eKpecting that event which invested me 
with my mournliilfOffice. 

So fiiUy regular was he in all things^ 
that I may wfy but for the ahi^e of the 
term^ he was hb owji executor. Every '■ 
thing was prepared to my hand. I* had 
only to renew that Impulse which death 

r 

prevented his continuing ; and all thii^ 
agun moved in harnvopious order* I 
thought it not a little curious^ that^ owing \ 
to some slight innovations attempted at j 
a vestiy meeting a few weeks before his 
decease^ he had absolutdy sketched out 
a discourse on those words whi(^ ascribe 
" Order'* to the supreme Deity, as one of 
his attributes. 

in a ccHirse of domestic ^po^itioti^ 
which for a long series of yearns he had 
pursued^ and in which he now and then 
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permitted his neighbours to join^ he had^ 
the Sabbath before his translation-r-for it 
cannot jbe said he died — ^reached the 
IBth Chapter of St. John's Gospel. ^ I 
happened to be present; nor shall ever 
forget his pertinent observations on the 
second verse, which, speaking of Geth- 
semane, observes, *^ And Judas also> which 
betrayed him, knew the place; for Jesus 
oft-times resorted thither with his Dis- 
ciples." ■ ■ - ' 

His ruling passion — for such was his love 
of regularity-^was even strong in deadi. He 
expired as he sat in his chair, just afteir he 
had risen, about noon ; for he had' been 
ill but a few days. I had entered his 
chamber to offer him my arm, as he was 
somewhat enfeebled ; and was astonished 
to see him arran^ng, with great care, the 
bed-clothes. I exclaimed^ ^^ Do not con- 
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timie here! that little - fatigue .should be 
avoided : you are, my dear sir, too pre- 
cise/* He mikily replied, " I was re- 
flecting on that couch which He reposed 
in, for three days, after the labours and 
sufferings of his life ; and considering, 
that when Peter entered the sepulchre, he 
saw the linen dothes lie in order; and the 
napkin that was round about his head i^ot 
lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped 
together in a place by itself. 

I smiled at his interpolation, bat saw 

it wa6 in the spirit of the text. • I admired 

* 

tiiat state of mind which wajs indeed so 
enviable : and in the evening, as his corpse 
was extended on that bed, I thought of 
the sepulchre his morning reflections had 
resorted to ; anil looking placidly on that 
coj2ch, could hardly forbear exclaiming, 
Come^ see where the Lobd ixy !— His 
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punctuality differed from that of the 
world at large^ inasmuch as it was the 
result of principle. Most sentiments^ it 
is feared^ embraced by the profane^ are 
the result of their practices. 

I found four little packets^ each contain- 
ing a Bible^ directed for his grand-children. 
On their envelope he has written the fol- 
lowing extract from a book he often read, 

*^ Behold here the seminal principle 
which contains within it^ as in an embryo 
state^ the rudiments of all true , virtue ;. 
which, striking deep its roots, though 
feeble, perhaps, aftd lowly in itS: beginning, 
yet silently progressive, and almost in- 
sensibly msrturing, will shortly^ even in 
the bli^k and churlish tempemture of 
this worlds lift up it^ head, and spread 
abroad; its branches, bearing abundant 
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fruits — ^precious fruits of refreshment and 
consolation; of which the boasted pro- 
ducts of philosophy are. but sickly imi- 
tations, void of fragrance and of flavouV, 
At length, it shall be transplanted into 
its native region^ and enjoy a more genial 
climate, and a kindlier soil ; and bursting 
forth into full luxuriance, with unfading 
beauty and inexhausted odours, shall flou- 
rish for ever in the Paradise of Grod*.'* 

I only add, th^t when I appeared before 
the Surrogate, in our remote county, to 
prove his testament, surprise was expressed 
at the perfection of arrangement which 
every word evinced. He said, " Such wills 
would prevent litigation." A more pleas- 
ing prospect could not have opened on 
my friend. He was a lover of peace. 



• . • Waherforce'B " Practical View. 
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CHAP. XIII, 



Happy the mao, who sees a God employ'd 
li all the good and ill that chequer life ; 
Resolving all eTentSy with their effects 
And manifold results, into the will 
And arbitration wbe of the Supreme ! 

COWPER. 

% 

It is universally admitted^ that happiness 
is that which all are in pursuit of;— -and 

« 

how rarely is the object sought for at- 
tained ! The genuine causes of these 
failures are to be discovered in our own 
tempers and neglects ; — tempers daily in- 
dulged ; — negligence, which at length be- 
comes habitual. 

That there is a wise, holy, and gracious 



government exercised by the Great and 
Invisible Supreme over all his creatures, 
and over all their actions, is evident from 
the analogy of natural and traditional 
religion. That this rule is delegated to 
Him who accomplished the salvation of 
an apostate world, is expressly confirmed,^ 
by every species of proof admissible on 
such a subject. , 

Man's misery arises from the same 
source as his condemnation. Light has 
entered the world; but darkness is pre- 
ferred. 

The faint glimmerings of philosophical 

research have illustrated, the fact of a 

Divine superintendence : yet as objects, in 

themselves beautiful, may appear terrific 

wl>en indistinctly seen, it can excite no 

surprise to find that this truth, far from 

h3 
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being welcome, is one which man: doe» 
not like to retain in his knowledge. 
Hence originated denials of the doctnne:; 
or if allowed, deductions^ of the- most 
melancholy character were inferred. Pi?ac- 
tical results were, open rebellion, or sullen 
submission. 

The truth, clearly stated, and reoeived 
as a permanent and operative principle in 
the heart, will conduce not more, to ulti- 
mate safety^ than present happiness. .It 
will impart the security of a Theocamcy, 
with the possession of peace that passeth 
understanding. Calamities and disappoint- 
ments would then be accepted and? es- 
teemed as the bitter but medicinal <draught. 
^Gloomy apprehensions respecting fiitiirity 
would be easily dissipated. 

But are these opinions the spontaneous 
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production of the human mind? Are 
these sentiments readily embraced i : If 
admitted, do they not require daily support ? 
Like the fire which descended from the 
heavens, but was fed by^the appointed priest** 
hood, these principles must be strength- 
ened in those bosoms where they existi 

Truth in the human heart is as a gar- 
rison in a hostile territory. Supplies 
must be sent in : deliverance is promised, 
and is certain. If no successful sortie 
can be made, yet the siege shall be raised 
Hvith triumph and exultation7 - The day 
AVill declare it. In the mean tim^, as- 
surances of this cheering result are offered 
on every hand. If any is ignorant oh 
this subject, he is inexcusable : let him be 
ignorant. The order of nature declares ^ 
and confirms that his hand ruleth over all •/ 

The invisible perfections of Deity, efen 

h4 
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his eternal power and Grodhead^ are clearly 
seen^ as they have been from the wry 
creation of the world, being understood 
by the things that are made : so that they 
are without excuse. 

NatioitSf like large bodies of witnesses, 
too numerous to be either seduced, or 
to confederate in the cause of falsehood,, 
have, in every successive age, borne, unr- 
wittingly, testimony on this matter. Baby- 
Ion is not the only metropolis from 
whence the royal avowal has been made, 
that He doeth . according to his will, in 
the army of heaven, and among the inha- 
.bitants of the earth ; and none can stay 
,his hand, or say unto Him, What doest 
thou? 

There is no work so much a desi- 
detatum in the republic of letters, as a 
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providential history of any Country. Our 
own would to us be the most interesting, 
as it offers also amplest materials for elu- 
cidation. It were to bfe' wished, devoutly 
to be wished, that one yet living, who ift 
best qualified to give this Work, to 
the world and the Church, would be pre- 
vailed on to undertake this pleasing labour. 
That She has thought of it, is known ; — • 
that she is qualified, is unquestionable ; — 
and that she raised hopes, or at least ex- 
cited wishes, on this subject, must be felt 
by all who have read, or shall read, the 38 th 
Chapter of her ^^ Hints on the Education of 
''a Princess."— O that this '' hint" could be 
conveyed to her with effect ! In the de- 
cline of a long and useful life, with talents 
and capacity unimpaired, she would do 
well to shew us, that no good word, of all 
that the Load hath spoken, hath failed ;-r- 

all hath come to pa^s. 

H 5 
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The interference of this same Invisibfe 
Power on the moral state of society id 
signally conspicuous. St. Paul is raised 
up, qualified and sent to Athens, there 
to dispute with and convince the Literati 
of the day. In later periods, when VoU 
taire was writing his most pemiciouf?, 
because most plausible work, our great 
moral luminary was, under an unconscious 
direction, preparing its efficient and equally 
agreeable antidote, in his Rasselas. 

How would Horsley's talents, and even 
his temper, have wasted themselves as in 
desert air, had he lived in other times^. 
than when infidelity and anarchy demanded 
that such a man should accept their chalr 
lenge ! — and they were defeated by one 
alone, though they had defied the eqtir/e 
camp. 

ft « 

To protect a nation, or moralize society. 
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is indeed worthy of the Supreme inter-* 
ference : and they who are wise, will re- 
gard these operations of his hands^ and 
shall so be built up. 

/ 

But there is a cause yet nearer his hearty 
and in which he more manifestly con- 
cerns himself^ — the prosperity and extend 
sion of his own kingdom, which, like its 
Founder and Ruler, is unseen by th6 
world at large. Its existence and itk 
glory is within — is internal. Initiated iii \ 
its hidden mysteries, a man possesses the \ 
true secret of transmuting all things int6 \ 
gold. While he will see the application J 
of these principles to the Church Catholic 
throughout the world, there will be yet 
another appropriation, more beneficial, aftd 
more just. Every person's individual his*- I 
tory is to himself, and*to his immediate I 
circle, of the highest interest. Matters « 
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of vaster moment were transacting, by the 
kings of Egypt, when Jacob and his house- ' 
hold were chieifly occupied by the cruel 
necessity of sending Benjamin with his 
brethren, and by the prospect of famine :— 
yt the soliloquy of thte Patriarch, and the 
reborded observance of God's dealings, 
are infinitely more valuable than the 
proudest and most permanent of their 
royal labours. — The Pyramids have gra- 
^tified the idle, the curious, and the scien- 
tific. The registered preservation of the 
Patriarchal family has cheered the de- 
sponding, quieted the insubmissive, and 
revived the confidence of the faithful : 
— ^it combines permanence with extensive 
utility. The works of man will decay and. 
perish : the word of God endureth for 
ever. 

As the bereaved parent, many exclaim^ 
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•'AD these things are against me !** — ^Were 
their eyes opened^ the conclusion -would 
be, " God meant it for my good.** They 
would see mercy, whence now they only 
gather foodY(^r qaiserable dissatisfaction. 

Mungo Park, thousands of miles froip his , 

■ 

own country, solitary, distant from huinan 
succour, and fainting, through fatigue,, on 
desert sands, and under a vertical sun, 
saw, as he lay exhausted on the arid ground, 
an ephemera lighting on a single blade 
of grass, the spontaneous and apparently ' 
useless production of the place : this sight 
so cheered him, that his spirits returned, 
his strength revived, and he pursued his 
journey, perceiving that His tender mer- 
cies are over all his works. 

In the morning of life we are the 
dupes of unwise and illegitimate expecta- 
tion. The enamelled prospects delineated 
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by hope, invite us abroad with cheerful 
vigour. The landscape so beautiful in 
the distance, on nearer approximation, 
presents ploughed ' lands of rugged sur- 
&ce; thorns and briars, ll^hich impede 
our progress; and some meandering ' ri- 
verj whose wanderings, so agreeable to 
the eye in remote perspective, weary and 
dcgect the fatigued traveller. Disap- 
pointed and exhausted, we are like the 
deluded female who fled from obvious 
duties a.nd mitigated sufiferings to the 
greater difficulties and unmingled priva- 
tions of the Desert. Nor did she obtain 
any relief, till the flattering vision of 
expectation had vanished ; when she cried 
to Him who delivered, and does deliver, 
and will yet again deliver. 



To 
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To lead persons to an acquaintance 
with themselves and their own affairs, 
has been the object of the previous 
detail. In scenes of affliction, the sen- 
timents there illustrated have been the 
sweet solace of the writer's mind. He 
has invariably found, that events in his 
retired life, which were unpropitioua in 
aspect, or mysterious in their Idhguage, 
have been messengers of favour, and 
tended to a consummation to be wished* 
With these views, he, from the loop-holq 
pf retreat, looks at an agitated and tu- 
multuous world. As darkness is dis- 
pelled, there appears confusion among 
the atoms which before fluctuated unseen 
in the atmosphere. Their manifestation 
ought not to distress the observer. It 
shall at length be clearly evident, that 
He hath done all things well ;-r-and 






that the acclamation of angel« and bea- 
tified spirits is not more harmoniously 
sweet than correctly true — " Just and 
right are all thy ways, thou King of 
Saints/' 



i 



As to what concerns himself, daily 
expecting the summons to leave this 
state, — ^where even the light of Gk)shen 
is but comparative, as enjoyed in con- 
trast ]f^ith surrounding darkness, ^^— he 
hopes that he shall pass safely and with 
composure through the* regions of terror 
and tyranny ; and, not fearing the wrath 
of the King, he shall then endure, as 
seeing Him who is Invisible. 



THB END. 
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